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Two fake cops held for extortion

SURESH GOLANI
MIRA-BHAYANDAR

The presence of mind shown
by a 23-vear-old woman on
Thursday evening led to the
arrest of two men who imper-
sonated cops and tried to ex-
tort money from her family in
Bhayandar. The family was
also threatened with implica-
tions in a false case of running
a prostitution racket.
According to the police, the
duo Sudarshan Khandare and
Jitendra Patel identified them-

selves as cops from the local
police station and barged into
the complainant's flat. The duo
threatened the family with ar-
rest for operating a prostitu-
tion racket and defaming them
in the housing society, police
said. They also demanded Rs5
lakh from the [amily.
Expressing the inability to
arrange such a huge amount,
the complainant agreed to pro-
vide her mother’s gold orna-
ments. However, the com-
plainant managed to inform
her younger sister about the

matter: The complainant’s sis-
ter informed the police who
reached the flat and arrested
Khandare.

Unaware of the develop-
ment, Jitendra Patel landed at
the building in an auto-rick-
shaw with the money only to
be welcomed by real police-
men.

Apart from other sections in
the IPC, the duo has been ar-
rested for impersonating a
public servant, extortion,
cheating and criminal con-
spiracy.
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hecently out o1
jail, junkie arrested
for serial thefts

SURESH GOLANI
MIRA BHAYANDAR

A notarious burglar, who
was recently released from
prison, was again arrested
by the crime branch unit
{Zome III) attached to the
Mira Bhayandar-Vasai Vi-
rar (MBVV) police for his
alleged involvement in a
spate of daylight house
break-in cases in the twin-
ity

According to the police,
the accused, identified as
Akram Famokh Ansari
(24), was previously in-
volved in over a dozen theft
cases for which he was
caught and sent to judicial
custody.

After his release in Octo-
ber 2022, Akram again
started committing crimes.
Alarmed by the sudden rise
in cases of daylight burgla-
ries, thecrime branch team
led by Police Inspector
Pramod Badhaak under
the puidance of DCP
{crime) Avinash Ambure
was roped in to conduct
parallel investigations into
the case.

During the imvestiga-
tions, the team analysed
footage captured by CCTV
camerasof the crime scene
and getaway route of the
bike-borme thief which led
to his identification. The
team activated their in-
former network and based
on a tipoff arrested him

Prima facie probe has
revealed his
involvement in 14
unsolved cases

“Prima facie investiga-
tions have revealed his in-
volvement in 14 unsolved
cases of thefis which were
committed in Virar within
a span of two months. The
accused commitied the
crimes to fund his habit of
consuming drugs,” said
Badhaak.

Apart from the bike used
in the crimes, the police re-
covered siolen booty in-
cluding mobile phones,
gold and silver ornaments,
collectively worth more
than Rs 2.89 lakh, from the
possession of the accused
who has been booked un-
der sections 380 and 454 of
the IPC. Further investiga-

apefichir Belghesdijtrintnal . in tions were on.
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