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The police officers who nabbed the duo

mid-day Satirday, March 4,2023

Inter-state gang of thieves
busted; police recover
91 tempos and two cars

Two held from Rajasthan, but mastermind, a dozen others still at large

DIWAKAR SHARMA
diwakar sharma@mid-day com

THE Mira Bhayandar Vasai Virar
{MBVV) paolice have busted an In-
ter-state gang of thieves who have
been stealing tempos parked in
various parts of India. Addressing a
press conference, on Friday, MEVV
Comimissioner of Police Madhukar
Pandey said that two men have been
arrested and the cops have recovered
51 tempos of different makesand two
cars from thelr possession.

Crime branch sleuths got a lead
while investigating a theft case reg-
istered last December.

“A case regarding a stolen tem-
po was registered at Kashirmira po-
lice sration in December. The crime
branch had srarted o conducta par-
allel Investigation into the matter.
The officers busted an inter-state
gang of thieves. The net worth of the
confiscated 51 tempas and two cars
is R4.75 crore, We have arrested two
accused—Faroog Tayyab Khan, 36,
and Mubin Haris Khan, 40—[lrom
Hajasthan's Alwar district. Both
af them are drivers by prafession
and history-shelters,” Pandey told
media persons,

Crime branch Inspector Aviraj

‘We learnt that Farooq would play
cricket at a particular ground. Af-
ter he reached there, we nabbed
hirn. His interrogation led to the
arrest of his accomplice. Mubin'
Aviraj Kurhade, inspector, enme branch

o o

The stolen vehicles

Farooq Tayyab Khan ; (right) Mubin Haris
Khan PICS/HANIF PATIL

Kurhade told mid-day that the sto-
lentempo was taken to Rajasthanvia
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad highway.
“We studied footage from more
in-

than 500 CCTV cameras
stalled on the routes which
the thieves had used afrer
stealing the tempo in De-
cember 2022, We checked
the stretch up 1o 1,200
km,” sald Kurhade, who
was leading the investi-
gation under the supervi-
sion of DCP {crime branch)
Avinash Ambure.

While studying the CCTV footage,
the crime branch sleuths noticed
that the thieves had halted the sto-
len vehicle near the Gujarat-Rajast-
han border where they changed the
number plate and vital details of the
tempa, including chassis as well as
engine numhers.

“Though the number plates had
beenchanged, orher derails like srick-
ers as well as painred designs on the
windshield of the stolen rempo were
the same. We kept on examining the
route of the vehicle via CCTV lootage.
Atatoll nakain Rajasthan, we noticed
that the tempo was allowed Lo go as
toll fee was deducted through a FAST-
ag: whereas, until now., the driver had
been paying in cashat the toll nakato
reach Rajasthan,” said anofficer privy
to the investigation

“We retrieved the details of the

FASTag from the toll naka and re-
trieved the Know Your Customer
(KYC) of the FASTag, and got a moblle
number, which belonged 1o Faroor,”
said the officer,

The investigating team retrleved
maobile tower [ocations based on
the moblle number and learne that
they were along the routes of the
stolen tempo. "We kept on tracklng
the routes In the CCTV footage and
reached Alwar," said the officer,

*Thieving is common among the
youth in Alwar," said another crime
branch officer, who added, “The
tempring offer of beautiful brides
comes to those who have committed
a good number of thefts. Accord-

ing to them, thieving 15 not an
offence but a profession in

the localiry.
: Inspectar Kurhade
sald, "Whenever a police
[eam arrives Lo arrest the
thieves in their taluka,
the whole village blocks
> the path of policemen and
indulges in open firing and
stone-pelting”

It was a dangerous bid o enter
their den, so the MBVY cops, with
the support of their counterparts
In Alwar, pathered intelligence
about Farooq,

"We learnt that Farood would play
cricket at a particular pround. After
he reached there, we nabbed him. His
Interrogation led 1o the arrest of hls
arcomplire Mubin. We can say that
both of them are just cogs and rhe
mastermind is still at large,” Kurhade
told mid-day.

“Over a dozen accused, including
the mastermind, are yet to be arrest-
ed. We cracked the case on January
3 and took months to recover all the
tempoas stalen by the gang," he addecd.

The arrests have solved a total of
212 cases registered ar various police
stations in Dellil, Maoharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana.
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FASTag helps cops bust
pan-India truck lifter gang

SURESH GOLANI |
Mira-Bhayandar

The crime branch unit (Zone-
I) of the Mira Bhayandar-Va-
sal Virar (MBVV) police bust-
ed a Rajasthan-based inter-
state pang involved in a spate
of truck-lifting cases. The ac-
tion followed in re-
sponse to a case of

cles from various parts of the
country, especially the North-
east region, which has turned
into a dumping ground for
stolen vehicles as they easily
get sold at throwaway prices.

“The gang members would
lift wunguarded wvehicles,
change their chassis / engine
numbers and sell
them to unsuspect-

truck theft regis 93 tﬂlllliks With ing buyers in other
tered at the g collective states by labricating
Kashimira police I f documents,” MBVV
station in Decem- vaiue o Police Commission-
ber 2022 EC'I"J <475 crore  er Tﬂduka{{dl?e‘dani?
footage an a . . said. He a t
FASTag deduction SEIIEd' two the police are on the
alert at a toll gate held lookout for 7-8 gang

proved helpful in
arresting two members of the
gang after the police team pa-
tiently camped on the out-
skirts of a village in Ra-
jasthan for two months.

The suspects - Farookh
Tayyab Khan, 36, and Mubin
Haris Khan, 40 - are natives of
Tapukara village in Alwar
district of Rajasthan. Sus-
tained interropgation led to
the seizure of 53 stolen vehi-

members who are
absconding and their arrests
can lead to more seizures and
additional cases being solved.
The value of 53 recovered
vehicles - including 48 Eicher
trucks, two Tata tempos, one
Ashok Leyland truck and two
cars - amount to more than
Rs4.75 crore. While the origin
states of 22 vehicles have
been identified, efforts are on
to track the owners.
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CYBER CROOKS DUPE BANKER'S
WIFE OF 4L IN ONLINE JOB SCAM

SURESH GOLANI I Mira-Bhayandar

In yet another cyber fraud in Bhayan-
dar; a 31-year-old woman, the wife of a
bank manager, was duped of Rs3.99
lakh under the guise of an online
marketing task.

In her complaint to the Navghar po-
lice, the complainant, who works with
a private firm in Navi Mumbai, stated
that she received a message on her
WhatsApp number from an unknown
sender about a part-time online mar-
keting job offering lucrative commis-
sions of Rs2,000 to Rs5,000 per day on
completion of salerelated online
tasks. The complainant clicked on a
link and uploaded her details, follow-

ing which the cyber crook gave her a
joining code and asked her to deposit
Rs2000 for the first task. To win her
confidence, the crooks generated fake
account statements of the commis-
sion totalling to Rs3.99 lakh and her
account showed a balance of Rs5.36
lakh.

However, she was nei- MU
ther able to withdraw the CYBEF
commission nor the in-
vested amount. When she
enquired, she was asked to deposit an-
other Rs2.23 lakh to withdraw her
profit.

#cybersafemu

Report cybercrime on Helpline 1930,
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