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Booked under stringent organised crime Act, man held from MP after 5 yrs

SURESH GOLANI / Mira-Bhayandar

The Central Crime Branch
unit of the Mira Bhayan-
dar-Vasai Virar (MBVV) po-
lice nabbed a criminal on
the run for the last five
years after being booked un-
der the stringent Maharash-
tra Control of Organised
Crime Act (MCOCA), 1999.
Rakesh Singh Rajawat
alias Kushwaha, 48, was ar-

rested from Pandri village
in Bhind district of Madhya
Pradesh by a team led by
Assistant Police Inspector
Dattaray Sarak on Friday.
Kushwaha and his ac-
complices had waylaid a
trailer truck near the
Khaniwade toll plaza on
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
Highway on Sept 3, 2018.
The gang mounted an as-
sault on the driver and

The man had waylaid clleanor t:lf l.h[tlr t}f“CkhT“]d

decamped with the vehicle

atrpd( near laden with 29 tonnes of

Khaniwade toll copper wire worth more

plaza in September than Rsl.63 crore. While

2018. While hi some of his accomplices

- yhie his were arrested, Kushwaha

accompllces were hald mg!mgcd to evade the
police dragnet.

mtht' he fled and Officials from the Central

was on the run Crime Branch were asked

ever since to investigate the case.

Based on electronic surveil-

lance and informer input,
the police arrested Kushwa-
ha from his village on Fri-
day. “Apart from his invelve-
ment in cases of dacoities
and other criminal activi-
ties, he was also booked un-
der relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code and the
stringent MCOCA in 2019."
said Police Inspector Rahul
Raakh. Further investiga-
tions are underway.

Bldrs, architect booked
8 mths aiter toddler's
death at building site

SURESH GOLANI/ Mira-Bhayandar

Nearly cight months after a
two-yearold girl drovnedina
water tank at an under-con-
struction building site in
Bhayandar, the police have
registered an offence of negli-
gence against four people, in-
cluding the land owner
builder and archilect. Howev-
cr, no arrests have been made
sofar in the case.

The tragic mishap was re-
ported from a construction
site in Rai village near
Bhayvandar on Aug 6, 2022
The child, Ritu Deepak Sonar;
had mysteriously disap-
peared while playing. Her
body was later rccovered
from an underground water
tank. She had apparently
slipped into the partly cov-

The child had
mysteriously
disappeared while
playing. Her body was
later recovered from
an underground
water tank

ered tank built at the ground
level,

Initially an accidental
death report was registered
at the Bhayandar police sta-
tion. The grief-stricken fami-
Iy members, however, alleged
negligence on the part of the
construction company fornot
covering the tank.

Refusing to comment on
the issue, Assistant Commis-
sioner of Dolice Shantilal
Jadhav sald to contact the
senior police inspector: When
asked about the delay; Senior
Police Inspector MP Patil
said, "After examining the on-
site safety measures, the
process of verifying the own-
ership title with the munici-
pal corporation took more
time. Morcover, the suspects
did not cooperate in the
pmbe."

The accused have been
identified as Pritesh Ramesh
Cheddha, Nimesh
Shashikant Thakkar, Sandip
Mohan Patil(all builders) and
the architect, Basav Raj. One
of the builders issaid tobean
influential political leader
and former municipal corpo-
rator of the area.
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Bldrs, architect booked
8 mths after toddler's
death at building site

SURESH GOLANI { Mira-Bhayandar

Nearly cight months after a
two-year-old girl drowned ina
water tank at an under-con-
struction building site in
Bhayandar, the police have
registered an offence of negli-
pence against four people, in-
cluding the land owner
builder and architect. Howov-
er, no arrests have been made
so far in the case,

The tragic mishap was re-
ported from a construction
site in Rai village near
Bhayandar on Aug 6, 2022
The child, Ritu Deepak Sonar,
had mysteriously  disap-
peared while playing. Her
body was later recovered
from an underground water
tank. She had apparently
slipped into the partly cov-

The child had
mysteriously
disappeared while
playing. Her body was
later recovered from
an underground
water tank

ered tank built at the ground
level.

Initially an accidental
death report was registered
at the Bhayandar police sta-
tion. The grief-stricken fami-
Iy members, however, alleged
negligence on the part of the
construction company for not
covering the tank.

Refusing to comment on
the issue, Assistant Commis-
sioner of Tolice Shantilal
Jadhav said to contact the
senior police inspector: When
asked about the delay, Senior
Police Inspector MP Patil
said, “Aflter examining the on-
site safety measures, the
process of verifying the own-
ership title with the munici-
pal corporation took more
time. Moreover, the suspects
did not cooperate in the
I]rﬂbﬂ'.“

The accused have been
identified as Pritesh Ramesh
Cheddha, Nimesh
Shashikant Thakkar; Sandip
Mohan Patil (all builders) and
the architect. Basav Raj. One
of the builders is said 1o bean
influential political leader
and former municipal corpo-
rator of the area.
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