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Cops recover jewellery
left behind I auto

SURESH GOLANI / Mumbai

Mumbai Police recently re-
covered a bag full of
jewellery worth Rs2.25 lakh
that a Mira Road resident
had left behind in an auto.

Harvinder Singh's wife
Poonam and their two kids
hired an auto from Ramdev
Park in Mira Road on April
26. They were on their way to
the station tocatch atrain for
Punjab. They alighted at the
Mira Road station but Poon-
am left the bag in the auto.

The bag contained gold or-
naments worth more than
Rs2.25 lakh and Rs7,000 in
cash.

Poonam and the children
left for Punjab and the next
day Harvinder registered a
police complaint.

Acrime detection unit led
by police personnel Shakil
Pathan scanned footage cap-
tured by at least 25 CCTV
cameras and zeroed in on the
auto. The team then traced
the driver and recovered the
bag. It returned it to its right-
ful owner on Sunday” Senior
Inspector Jitendra Vankoti
said.

The auto driver has been
charged under Section 403 of
the IPC for dishonest misap-
propriation of property but
he has not been arrested.
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Eixcise wing mops
up I407cr 1n revenue

SURESH GOLANI/ Mumbai

Cashregistersareringing for
the state excise department
as the Thane division has col-
lected Rs407.5 crore through
annual renewals of licences
from retail liquor vending es-
tablishments for the current
fiscal (2023-24).

As per statistics from the
Thane excise division, there
are around 7,500 retail liquor
vending establishments
within its jurisdiction in-
cluding - Mumbai City
Mumbai Suburbs, Thane,
Palghar and Raigad

As of date, the Thane divi-
sion has mopped up Rsi075
crore from 7,246 establish-
ments - including 701 coun-
try liquor shops (CL-11I), 611
foreigm liquor shops (FL-11),
1.B14 beer shops (FIBR-11),
4057 permit rooms (FL-111), 45
beer shops (form E) and 18
winebars (form-E2) - that fall
under its jurisdiction.

Non-renewal of licences in
due time has resulted in
short recovery of fees totune
of Rsl5 crore. However, the
collection may have wit-
nessed a marginal increase
following delayved renewals

and payment of licence fees
in the government treasury
after the stipulated deadline
of April 1, said a senior
excise officer

This apart from revenue
peneration towards late fees,

transfers and  shifling
charges. Afler an average
hike of 15% in licence fees
announced by the state gov-
ernment in accordance to
rules of the Maharashtra
Iotable Liquor (Periodicity
and Fees for Grant, Renewal
or Continuance of License)
Rules, 1996, a [resh gazette
notification was recently re-
leased reducing these licence
fees by 5%.

The fees for liquor
retailers are based on the
population of the city: village
ar town that they operate in.
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