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L CRIME IN MIRA-BHAYANDER-VASAI-VIRAR }

310 cases of vehicle theft
in last 8 months in MBVV

surge in demand for
cheap vehicles in
rural areas and lack
of parking spaces led
to these thefts

Megha Sood
megha.sood@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Vehicle thefts are
soaring in the Mira-Bhayander-
Vasai-Virar (MBVV) area. Police
statistics indicate that the num-
ber of car and bike thefts |s sig-
nificantly more than the past
year, which saw 200 thefts—this
year, at least 310 cases have been
registered in the last eight
months. HT did a deep dive to
[ind out the reasons behind the
increase and what the crime syn-

dicate does with the stolen vehi-

cles.

MBVV officers said there were
several reasons for the increase
in thefts. "There is a huge
demand for cheap vehicles in the
rural areas, where vehicles can
be sold without any paperwork,”
said a police officer. The lack of
marked parking spaces, the
increasingly  sophisticated
modus operandi of the thieves
and the involvement of inter-
state gangs have made the thiev-
ing process simpler.

No official parking spaces
In September last year, the
MBVV traffic police identified
300 spots for a project to fight
illegal parking in the twin cities,
A vear later, the project has
failed to take off, for which the
police hold the civic bodies,
which [ailed to put up signage,
responsible.

The project was launched
since residents, plagued by a lack
of parking spaces on internal
roads, had been urging the gov-
ernment to allocate official park-
ing spots. “In the absence of
these, four-wheelers and two-
wheelers are being parked In
remote lanes and bylanes,” said
a resident. An offshoot of this is

that the vehlcles become more
-+ vulnerable to theft,

Theft on therise

 WHAT TO DO IF
" YOUR VEHICLE
IS STOLEN

. Intheeventof a
vehicle theft, victims
should promptly .
infarm both the police
and the insurance
- company. They should
submit essential |
~_documents, including
~ the FIR copy, vehicle
~ registration certifica-
~ tion and driver’s license
_to the Insurer. In some
cases, they may also

needtoprovidethe - l7omnpdln |
- original car keys. If the JE}E'- JTaehe

- police fail to locate the " jc
~vehicle withinthe -/,
~ stipulated time frame,

theywillissuea” By §

Non-Traceable.
“Certificate. The insurer -

.;daimfa'sedunthe R
~ termsand conditions -
- specifiedinthe -

~ inswrance policy.

Vehicles
stolen In 2022

Thieves using modern tech
Officers said that car thieves
were constantly updating their
skills, which put even modern
state-of-the-art vehicles at risk.
These vehicles are equipped with
advanced safety features, includ-
ing keyless entry opcrating
through a barcode embedded in
the windshield. Thieves exploit
this technology by scanning the
barcodes and sharing the codes
offshore, ¢nabling them to

VEHICLE THEETS IN MBVV

Jan

VEHICLE THEFTS IN MUMBAI

3,058 | 2,611 | 4,259

Vehicles
stolen in 2023 |

Vehicles recovered

by police

unlock cars and even gain
remote access.

Inter-state gangs involved
According to the police, which
recently nabbed a gang and
recovercd 47 vehlcles, the gang's
strategy after stealing a vehicle
involved inter-state work, Such
gangs first forge documents and
register stolen vehicles in north-
eastern states like Arunachal
Pradesh and Nagaland. Later the
registration is transferred to
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Two-wheelers  Four-wheelers

249 61
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Total number from
January to August
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Maharashtra Regional Transport
Offices (RTO) for sale under dif-
ferent registration numbers in
different parts of the state, Avin-
ash Ambure, deputy commis-
sioner, crime branch, said that
the recently arrested accused
were part of a much larger gang,
and efforts were on to track the
other members. “Buyers should
Insist on seeing all documents
while purchasing a second-hand
vehicle and make sure that the
vehicle was not stolen,” he said.
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- Man held for cheating’ ;
inrental car scam

ACB ARRESTS

Suresh Golanl
MIRA BHAYANDAR
e —
The crime detection unit
attached to the Kashigaon
police have arrested a notori-
ous cheat who hired cars
from online car renta) portals
like Zoom app and conned
potential buyers by creating
an Iimpression that the
vehicle was owned by him
which he intended to sel]
According to the police,
the accused Mustafa Rashid

Khan, 32, is a real estate agent

who doubled up as a dealer
of second-hand cars. He had
recently cheated two poten-
tial buyers to the tune of Rs.g

Recently duped two
potential buyers of
X6 lakh by showing

them same vehicle
L e —

Investigations  revealed
that Khan was a notorious
cheat having cases registered
agalnst him at various police
stations - Naya Nagar,
Kasarwadavli and Kashimira.
‘The accused would establish
contact with potential buyers
who search used vehicles,
which are listed for sale on
websites. He would then send

photographs of the car and
strike a deal. However, after

FOREST LAW
ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS

—

megha.sood@htlive.com *

Megh:-.i Sood

—_—
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MUMBALI: Palghar's Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) arrested a
forest ranger and a forest secu-
rity officer of the Vasal Forest
department for allegedly
demanding Rs 1.30 lakh from a
landowner seeking permission
to put up additional doors for
his chawl] that would face the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Highway.

According to ACB officers,
the accused, identified as Pan-
nalal Beldar, 35, and Panka)

e _— g =

lakh b;:f showing them a same -accepting the money, he
Marutj .Ertiga car, which he would disappear. Notably, he
had hired for two days  would return the car to its
through a free car rental app  original owner after duping

Saner, 45, were posted at the

- forest office in Gokhiware. They
were arrested on Saturday fol-

lowing the complaint of the

to book SElf-d.rive Cars. his targets. landowner.
A:ftcr receiving the com- Meanwhile an offence The landowner told the
- plaint, the crime detection under sections 318(4) (cheat- police that he owned a chawl in

Vasai East near the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad highway. His chawl
has three entrances facing away
from the Highway. On Septem-
ber 15, he decided to construct
an entrance facing the highway.
He already started the construc-
tion works when Beldar sum-
moned him to the forest range |
office. The accused informed
him that the chawl falls under
the forest land, and additionally |
1 | constructing doors in the direc- |

4, “tion of the highway would be a
violation of the forest depart-
ment laws, so he must demolish |
the entrances.

When the lJandowner pleaded

to spare him, Beldar demanded
‘Rs 1.30 lakhs from him. The
landowner was able to give
them Rs 90,000 on that day and
requested time till Saturday to
pay the rest, He then
approached the Waliv police
and registered a complaint
against the two. After the Pal-
ghar ACB were informed about
| the case, they laid a trap to catch
the forest rangers red-handed
accepting Rs 40,000,

A police officer from the Pal- |
| ghar ACB said, “We have
arrested the two and will pro-
duce them before the court for
accepling bribe.”

}mit led by senior police ing and dishon

inspector Rahul Kumar Patil thg delivery of ;ﬂ};f;gl}lﬁg
under the supervision of DCP 316(2) (criminal breach of
(Zone 1) Prakash Gaikwad trust) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
s'fartecl investigations. On the  Sanhita (BNS) has been regis-
virtue of electronic surveil- tered. The police said that

lance, ' the police appre- theyvh '
y have taken up the further
hended Khan from Naigaon.  investigation. p | -




