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{ MIDDLE VAITARNA DAM }

Anamlka Gharat Gharat
anamika.gharat@htlive.in

THANE: Villagers from Savarde,
on the border of Thane and Pal-
- ghar districts, launched a protest
on Monday at the Middle
Vaitarna dam site to demand a
proper bridge over the Vaitarna
river after at least eight people
were washed away in recent
months due to the strong cur-
rent of the water discharged
from the dam.

Local MLA Sunil Bhusara
announced plans for a tempo-
rary ¥50-lakh iron bridge, but it
IS currently awaltmg approval
from guardian minister Ravin-
dra Chavan. Once approved,

construction is expected to begin
within a month.

Savarde and Dapora villages,
located five kilometres down-

stream from the Middle Vaitarna
Dam have faced increasing dan-
ger since the dam'’s construction
in 2012, While authorities previ-
ously notified villagers before
releasing water, villagers said
the alerts had ceased for the past
three years. The lack of commu-
nication and inadequate trans-
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V’ﬂlagers use this dilapidated iron bridge to cross the Vaitarna
river. Many of them were swept away by the powerful flow when

the Middle Vaitarna dam gates were opened.

portation facilities, including the
washed-away previous bridge,
have resulted in at least eight
deaths.

On Monday at 9 am, villagers
gathered near the dam gate and
began their protest. About 100
villagers peacefully demanded
the construction of a bridge, jus-
tice for those who lost their lives
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crossing the river, and accounta-
bility from the authorities who
released dam water without
prior notice. The release of the
dam'’s water is handled by the
BMC's engineering department.

“We demand a proper bridge
connecting Savarde and Dapora
villages,” said sarpanch Hanu-
mant Padir, “The government

SEPT ‘I';', 2024: HT report on how
villagers live in peril as eight
people drowned by Vaitarna dam
waters in three years

should provide compensation to
the families of those who died
crossing the river due to the sud-
den release of water from the
dam, and offer jobs in the BMC
for at least one of the victims’
family members. Villagers
should be safe while travelling
on foot or by vehicle along the
dam boundaries, and a siren or
proper notification must be

issued before water is released.

Additionally, water facilities
should be established in both
Savarde and Dapora villages, as
there are currently no water
tanks or pipelines. Villagers have
to travel two km daily to fetch

- "’Jm
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water.”

A BMC officer, when ques-
tioned, said that the civic body
could not stop the release of dam
water. “However, we are exame-
ining our system to improve
communication with villagers
and help prevent risks to their
lives,” he said.

When contacted, MLA Sunil
Bhusara said that building a
solid bridge would cost over Rs 2
crore, which could not be sanc-
tioned right away. “We will need
to wait until December,” he said.
“However, we can construct a
temporary iron bridge from Sav-
arde to Dapora, which can sup-
port vehicles and withstand
heavy currents. We have pre-
pared the budget file and sub-
mitted it to guardian minister
Ravindra Chavhan for his
approval.”

After HT reported the inci-
dent of Bhaskar Padir, a 30-year-
old who tragically drowned
while helping a neighbour, Bhau
Pawar, move household belong-
ings across the swollen river, MP
Hemant Savra visited Padir's
family. He offered them an initial
assistance of Rs 50,000 and

!

Villagers demand proper brldge after eight deaths

promised to find the villagers a
solution for a safe river crossing,

Why are the villagers
demanding a bridge?

Transportation in Savarde vil-

lage poses a significant chal-
lenge, with only two share taxis
available to the Shahapur bys

stop for 3200. From there, an
additional %45 is needed to reach
Kalyan, making travel expensive

for labourers who earn 3500 a
day. To save costs, villagers often
use a dilapidated bridge to cross
the river to Dapora and thence to
their destination. This route is
four times shorter than the
20-km road route and, at 350,
costs much less.

A temporary iron bridge,
installed three years ago after
intervention by Aaditya Thack-
eray, 1s now in poor condition.
Villagers are concerned about
the river swelling dangerously
when the dam gates open with-
out warning. “When the dam
gates open, the river's flow is so
powerful that people are swept
away,” explained Hanumant
Padir. "The bridge was also
washed away by this current.”
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INLAST DITCH EFFORT

Mumbai Police write
‘to poll panel again

seeking exemption on

transfer of inspectors

Cites law and arder; over 100 cops may
have to be transferred before polls
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MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 30

{N THE tussle between Mumbai

Police and the Election
Commission(EC)over the trans-

fer of nearly 100 inspectors from
the city owing to the Assembly
elections, the Mumbai Police
has written to the EC asking for
exemption for the officers citing
law and order.

The letter was written on
Friday following g meeting be-
tween the EC and the police

‘over the non-compliance of EC

guidelines,

The Election Commission
sought explanations from the
Maharashtra government and
police after finding that they
failed to.comply with its in-
structions to transfer officials

ahead of Assembly elections in
the state.

Asourcesaid, “As a lastditch
effort, the Mumbai Police has
written to the EC seeking ex-
emptionon the transfer of nearly
100 inspectors who have been
posted 1n the city in the past
three years.The police have said
that transfer of the inspectors
will lead to a shortfall of person-
nel in the force. The police fur-
ther sought that EC allow trans-
fer of officers to other districts
within the commissionerate.”

The Mumbai Police commis-
sionerate comprises two rev-
enue districts--Mumbai city and
Mumbai suburban. As per EC
guidelines, a police officer who
has been in an executive postin
a particular place for over three
years in the past four years
should be transferred out before
elections to ensure there is no

meddling in the election process.

Farlier, officers who had
spent three years in one district
would be transferred to another
district — for example from city
to suburbs — but kept within
Mumbai Police
Commissionerate, .

This time around, however,
the EChas clarified that an officer
will have to be moved out of the
commissionerate if he has spent
three years there.

Followingthis, there are over
nearly 100 inspectors, and five
IPS officers who ought to be
transferred outside Mumbai
Police.

Anofficersaid, "While the IPS

~ officers will be transferred, we

have sought exemption for the
inspectors as it would lead to a
staff shortfall.”

The officer said that Mumbai
Police is awaiting the response

“from the EC following which

they will comply withthe fi-
nal response given by the
polling body:.

With elections due in
November, the EC had on July 31
instructed the government and
police to transfer all those offi-
cials who are posted in their
home districts and those
who have been in the same
place for three or more years.
The Chief Secretary and
Director General of Police were
asked to submit action-taken
reports by August 20.

Despite reminders on August
22, September 11 . and
September 25, the EC did not get
full inputs. Eventually, the

Maharashtra government in-
formed EC that apart from

Mumbai, other districts had
complied with the EC orclers.
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- Earnings hit,

man hit by BEST
bus to get 743L

Thane: The motor accident
claims tribunal in Thane has
told BEST to pay Rs42.6 lakh
in a month to a 45-year-old
man who suffered 60% pel-
manent disability after its
bus hit him in Mira Road in
2020. The petitioner, repre-
sented by advocate Sachin L
Mane. said the mishapled to
multiple surgeriesand ongo-
ing treatment. The tribunal,

presided over by member §
N Shah, acknowledged that

i+ affected his quality of life
and earning capacity.

_Nishikant Karlikar

g-yr-0ld molested,

78-yr-old arrested

Mumbai: A 78-year-old
man from Vasaihasbeenar-
rested for allegedly moles-
ting an eight-year-old gir!
last week.,

The child had come with
her mother to visit her
erandfather. She had drop-
ped by the accused neighbo-
ur’'s home on Saturday. She
returned home crying and
told her mother about the
accused touching her in-

appropriately. The mother -

registered acomplaint with
thelocal police. TN




