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‘Police don’t get training in forensic inves

Sanjay Kumar Verma. DGP, (legal and
technical) explains role and expansion of
forensic investigations under new criminal law

VINOD KUMAR MENON
vinodm@mid day.com

THE Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita (BNSS) bill (that
hias replaced the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code or CrPC) states
that crime Investigation must
be carried out by forensic ex-
perts only and not regular
police personnel - mid-day
reached out to Sanjay Kumar
Verma, director general of po-
lice, {legal and technical) for
clarity on what this means for
thie force. We asked him three
questlons:

What Is your view on the
mandatory requirement

of forensic experts at the
crime scene under Bharatiya
Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita?
The provisions under section

recruited kdeally for faw and
otder and Investigations, they

are not forensic experis

The State FSL has recently
floated tenders for 251

176 (3) of BNSS clearly states  Moblle ForensicVans
that crime scene Investigation  (MFVs), to cover almost
will be carried out by forensic  all districts and talukas.
experts in all offences that How will the contractual
attract imprisonment of manpower on these MFVs
seven years of more, The function?
forensic expert will visit We are at an advanced
the crime scene to collect stage of the tender process,
forensic evidence and itdoes  And as per our (the state
not mention the role of police  FSL) specifications, the
for collection of fi ed agency has
evidence. This provision =
was introduced inthe BNSS,  “The role of the forensic
specifically, because earlier
itwas the po]l.il:e who :;m.ﬂd
collect samples from the - H
R i, collection, sealing the
to the forensic laboratory.
There were many contentions - r
naised on forensic samples  CT4Ie scemne and handing
not collic:d properly,
not seal or
Do seled o oo OffiCer” Sanjay Kumar Verma, DGP.

Moreover, the police are

expert will be only limited

tn adhere toall tencder

cnnditions, Including
recrultment of ma

fitting the specification
and the candidates will
need to have graduate or

posteraduate gualificatinns

in forensics and other

streams of seience (physics/

chemistry/blology/IT/
computers), enginacring
(ITfcomputers), eic. Those
candidates will be an

_contractual basis which will

e renewed. Mandatory
additional training will be

provided to the shortlisted

exhibits collected fromthe |~

it over to the investigating

legal and technical

e

tigation’
candidates at the directarate
uf State Farensle Science
Labmeatary, in smaller
hatehies and they would
te given certification on
s3ful eampletion of

uCressl
training Only the centifled
trained recruits will get
deplayed on the Mobile
Forensic Vans. The MFV's
will be attached to each
sub divisional police officer
(SDPO) in the districts and
DCP In the city areas. When
the MFV visits the crime
scene, the trained certified
forensic recruit would have
a live online video call

. of the rank of assistant
director, stationed at
the Regional Forensic

Science laboratory

| the exhibits to be
} collected and sealed.

; are ready, the

o A,
——— same will
"m’ then be

_ connected with an officer

{RFSL), who will approve

Once the sealed exhibits

handed aver at the crime
serne to the investipgating
officer concerned, who will
make arrangements to send
the exlubits to the forensic
scirnee labaratary, as per the
procedure. The role of the
[orensic expert will be only
limited to collection, sealing
the exhibits and handiog

it over to the investigating
officer.

Why outsource? Why not
have a separate wing of the
police forensic wing like

we have for handwrliting,
fingerprinting and
photography, etc., who visit
the crime scene and are
under the State CID?

We have already carried aut
a trial run of the {orensic
investigation of crime
scenes and are satisfied
with the outcome. We are

in the process of putting

up a proposal for recruiting
over 2,200 staff, for which
government approval will
be obtained. Be assured that
only properly trained experts
will be roped in.

prpspE———————TE St
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District colle
order to shut liquor shop

HT Correspondent
ntreumbal @hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: The Bombay High
Court on Monday clarified that
district collectors can Issue a
blanket order to shut liquor
shops in the reglon for a certaln
perlod, like during the clections,
to maintain law and order. It,
however, clarified that the
directions have to be specific to
each licence holder and cannot
be general.

A three-judge bench was
adjudicating on a petition filed
by three liquer shops (n Pune
that was referred to it after two
different division benches
expressed conflicting views on
whether district collectors can
issue blanket orders to shut
multiple liquor shops.

The three Pune shops had
approached the Mumbai bench
of the high court in April chal-

Ll

lenging the orders issued by the
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Pune district collector to keep
their establishments shut on
April 14, 2024, on account of
Ambedkar Jayanti.

They pointed to a 2018 judge-
ment delivered by the Auranga-
bad bench of the high court,
which held that under section
142 of the Maharashtra Prohibl-
tion Act. 1949, the collector can
only issue arders to individual
licensces Lo close thelr shops:
the collector cannot pass a blan-
ket order for the district. The
bench was ruling on a petition
filed by allquor sellers’ unlon in
Parbhani.

However, the Mumbai divi-
sion bench, which heard the
three petitions [rom Pune, was
of the view that sub-sections (1)
and (2) of Sectlon 142 were
mutually exclusive and oper-
ated In different spheres. Sub-
section (1) confers independent
power on the collector to be
exercised In the interest of pub-

< @O0 O mumbar.l.
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HC clarified that the directlons have to be specific to each liquor
Pn

shop and cannot be general.

lic peace. Such power Is
required to be interpreted
broadly and should not be con-
fined to closing only one shop,
the bench had said.

Larger bench's ruling

To resolve the conflict, the mat-
ter was then referred toalarger
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ctions
over ik add’l
posts for MBVV

¢ Mumbai; The government

i has sanctioned an additio-

i nall,082 posts, mostly cons-

i tabulary, for the Mira Bhay-
‘ ander Vasai Virar (MBVV)

i police commissionerate on -
i Tuesday, in the second pha-
¢ se,and has made budgetary

: commissionerate
i covers a total of 20 police
i stations, six of which are
¢ new. Elght of these police
: stations are located In Tha-
¢ npedistrict, while theremal-
|§ ning twelve are in Palghar

three-Judge bench, comprising
Justice AS Chandurkar, Justice
Gaurl Godse and Justice Rajesh
Patil.

The bench sald that on a
plain reading of the provision.
there appeared to be no restric-
tlons on Issulng closure orders
to multiple licence holders

¢ @0 ©

Toadia

00

P

(-4

——

ctors can issue blanket
s, says HC
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simultancously.

The empowering section
requires the collector to forman
apinlon that keeping liquor
shops was necessary int
interest of public peace, the
bench said. And Il the collecto!
forms such an opinion. they ar¢
empowered to direct more
one licence holder when It
comes to the sale of Intoxicants
or hemp.

“The collector Is empowered
tnlssucdlrtniunswmorethan
one per=on. but the requirement
is to form an opinion that such
closure s in the interest of pub-
lic peace, and the order has (o
be in writing to the persons
holding licences for the sale of
intoxicants or hemp to close the
place where the Intoxicant or
hemp Is sold.” sald the bench. It
however, clarified that “the
directions have to be specific to
the licence holders and not a
gcncmidlrcctlnn.‘
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Rape, assault: Vasai Virar has had 1 case danly this yr

Vulnerable teens,
repeat offenders,
unmonitored lodges,
social media are
adding to risk factors

Megh
o LG it (3
MUMERE A B9-year-ald woman
;-nnmunrd mo;l‘-uww
nstagram post of a college
frend as wincluded nude pho-
tographs of her. The woman
toid Ner mother she had had
consEnsual dex with o man ata
at Arnala in Virar. Las
ek, her former rlend
asked her to drop oat of college
and threatened 16 post nude
pha of her gnline if she
dld rot :eupd,' Wien she
delrv-

sensual sex earlier would alsg seduced and abwdusied They'sre
corne out. Th Tdeckded  yub serual
o registera case, instead  Picso cases Bave Become o

lllcue l\rlawlnurlnsa

" sakd the weman
Cam like this. of sexual

e raie of roughly
one 3 day. a shocking statistle
that segests 3 poteneal law
and orcer sltwation far women
In this region, on the ouiskins
on Mambai

According 1o the MBVY
polier, 1n Sepirmber alane,
there were 33 rape cases and
VN QARG rapes registered.
From January to August this
¥ear, there were 291 rape cases

:f TR ames. Last

year, the police registered a
total 350 tape cases, with 372

The woman wanted to indge
3 complalnt with the Achoke
polize. Instead of registering a
e undet the Protsntion of
Children  Against Sexwal
O enses Ay ke Achole

Tacso}
police tricd 6 dissusde the feen-
ager from pursuing the matter.
"1 visited the pahice station
for five consecutive days .lnd.

HT spoke to the pakice, sarial
workers. non-profits working
with women and residents in
the area. and o complex reality
emerprd.

Impact of social Illdll

social problem i this region
Suctal media hs made it very
asy far goung girls 1o connect
wiih men they don't kniow,”
Whike the police adimil that
the number of rape eases in
umwmm npu-hly hn.
:::’:?’ 1o play tn
part 2y In keg
women sale. They rhlmlhg:nlf

&h are particularly whm

st they

FIR, They tricd 10 scare tne, ur
Ing fmy past eredentisls would

be imvesugared Oy this, they
reant detsils of me havng con-

mhr":mmum':m.
when thelr parents arc avway at

work, they et soquainted with
beys and men, and are then

<0000 @00c weis
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| JANUARY TO AUGUST

RAPE CASES REGISTERED IN 2024

Twn-mmu

n.‘_M_\'—ull.‘.l'l‘JIrlTuﬂl\ﬂlo
T The wesran, now 21

9ﬂn old had rece Shakls at e
wulnerable limwe in ey Lfe. Mer
ety bl died i 20065 snd be

I promiselin ke care of ber
ardd eriery hir ores ghe tarped
1% Whew the e resied e
bt o interning of marryieg
ket and that bis behasioge
Aourted ¢ rape, she lodprd o
eemplaing agakst Shukia st
Achele polire. after which he

& majanty of e cases Fegis- —— TOCh@rhneteome  wiramenst
tezed In the regios, the men are zgl e Audoritmn e There's anctlise angle toabie
Yoo b0 thelr visums Asenfor | F ey g o weta by weTTn rlas i cnmes et
police official narrated thecase | ; e I very ey for wamen in the Vau- hm
of & I6-ycar-old womuan frem 228 repion. Locals g g th
Mumbal who was acqualated | WL g e et ke s beltheve 1y 3 G-nohll
with Anin Sharkh, 23 a rsidens —IEMSSSTUmEE kinds of lepal aretist and it
of Achale in | i hﬁ:hﬂduewcrmplmm
andihe prl engssed i consen: FRAPE CASES REGISTERED IN 2013 Hm the pabice faree. “Thise geasal
mrﬁhkhmem | — aress alford easy acers 1o
ber Shalkh Ilﬂmdnhi | beachos and ether vaznt artan,
the girt 10 hs friend Zian aod | 33 n:':, Pttt L S iy
the three of teem went 1o park Dicome crima e the pelice are reluztant te file
i Nalasopara. Afrer thar, they J —_— 31 Thase beiges have e rape £3se2 and dissesde from
went o3 lodge in Ama, where | amely W o the e preaving charze” s Pauar,
the mwa men raped her after i Thicre ane many iBecal feiloe
spiking her drini They aiso | 5t Wi egion Seuliods ' AMALE at have becorie
shat a video n]' the crime ln . r 3 irime scenes, adds Pawar
“These lodges do not ask gt
The survivor Iml;m a pollu- ﬁehmnamummr et or 3 communicition gap s o subvmie proaf of [denmiey
“We have arrested e sexuial ansault and rape  between paentsanid chibdren b and rent out rooms gn an
Shaikh and are trying totrace  can hever be therets  one of the man resons misots  hourly basis l'hqr have the
Zian” sald assistanl police  m sacial angle to the crime a5 and tewriige girls are vulnerable  blessings ef the
Inspoctor Bhaygwat Baplalane,  well He s familtar with the o such crimes. " he sayx m:em«nmmm sa
above case | and ml “The The Achale palice cite the qu Illgnnl popalation in
gap with Yogendra Shald: Virar, mmnmlm
parents prawhemh: Iuwukdgul’ a_dentist fram Nal, and rape s comm:
Servhan: Pawar. g m;mwﬁu her mather andoffenstyedour  {Easz), who they srresred fior community. Prakaih Gaikwad,
wha has hern hefpayg evernight. Th f allegediy raping & woman for curmisener of police,
“e < 00 - < 00 0

s, Tnseerrsl s of marms)
Aoputcs. abspe 1nd Calking, we
amest the srcue] and coumel
and it perpetricar
iy, the pol'ce aswume

protlemy ia sofeed, bt
even altir pedice intervertion,
W pruliem porpon”

Urban design and crime
Sretial Velkar, who works with
Akzbara, 3 NGO focesd on
=T e, RS an internt-
g2 prrspective on how utban
deai gn ean contribie o cme.
“The devizn of 2 ciry plays an
Impartant tols in erise,” says
Velkar *Many areas n the
MEVY prefon arcandl poerly it
acd women ool imoals walkmg
9 gisiet, residential areas after
dark This needs 10 be
Mldresssd by the municigs!
aetientovand the pofice *

However, Jaywant Fiajbale,
deputy comemissierer of palice
Vst Virar), befiover the prdice
presence 15 adequate i the
s "Ml prlice elficers have
Been trained b handis soval
offerce . Ourwomen's
Belpline receives hundreds of
Gt but mot of them are el
mical’ in nature.” By this, he
micars A anes that wtart oot 19
oomsengieal but sxiral into sev.
Al masaalt and rape

That's por always true. A
Nalssepars residant says hs
peverpear-old diughier was
PN outde B it home afver

dark, when 25yearald Shub-

& e saay L]

ham Yadav allezedly dozpad
ber ra an atandiced dhen amd
sevually mau'tsd her mbite g
|;.,,_u4*1l--5 Nt the 35 00
i3 mrobi: W i 8 drug
meleried twa
e chuildien e oy atrest.
b Beeen N dayn, But th
kap polize havem's ap.
m:n.'hra.qn

lu:nln; out, giving
IurL‘-eLl rwr,l—"&.\_':ihlu-

ié=nr Vil Waliar
wirdering what b

lirss Sull preving, \hu.n
Lizrahod 13 imimarne ealy b
menth, 13 reagh 21 16 women
like hiy aughter in need of
help. M gha
ruamed after St
s b spend e areress ghit
e biws presociing w
e

bl Tll dl
s of abusc

il Swalting Jus-
thce “This trust 15 4 means 13
Mecp Shraditha s mamony allve
AR N3aure WOmmet) 35T
courtry thal they are pu 3f
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FUNDRAISING FOR NEW EAST-WEST CONNECTOR|
THANE-BHAYANDER 15KM LINK TO SAVE 1 HOUR

MMRDA plans to raise 116,577cr
for an underground turmel
belween Gaimulth in Thane

and Fountain Hotel junction
along viith a ereck bridge from
Bhayander to Ghodbender Road.
The entire project will span
around 15!m and comprise both
tunnel and fiyover sections,
reporis Manthan K Mehta

ISTATUS | MMRDA has issued tenders
to appoint contractors for this project

Bhayander to Foun- 8
tain Hotel junction | "

Type: Elevated oy : ~
WHY THIS PROJECT IS BEING PROPOSED_ OTHER TUNNEL
>Aringroad system isbeing  after Thane \ %4200 [ PROIECT (N THANE

constructed around Mumbal  Coastal Road 6 yrs > This new tunnel will be

and Thane due to ongoing — the second in this part !
development works e e e, Tt of MVR. Work on the

] : y Thane-Borivall twin tunnel
> A crucial link between rain, a tunnelled road is pro- via Sanjay Gandhi National

> This project alms to to mitigate congestion mg"‘?ﬂ? mm
address that gap and > Additionally, an el- shortened by 12km, with an es-
Improve traffic flow evated road from Bhayander | timated time saving of | hour

& > Currently, the road to Fountain Hotel Junction is —
y experlences heavy traffic, planned to bypass Mira-Bhay- COMPLETION 2 O 2 6
which could Increase further  ander due to mangroves DEADLINE

Gaimukh in Thane and posed from Gaimukh to has begun too
Bhayander is missing . Fountain Hotel Junction Pt s




Drunk caretaker
assaults ailing man;
cops begin search

Suresh Golani
MIRA BHAYANDAR

The Mira Road paolice are on
the lookout for a 4l-year-old
caretaker who  brutally
assaulred a M-year-old senior
cidzen at his apartment in
Mira Road in an Inchriated
state.

The  elderly  victim,
Chandrakant Shinde, and his
Hyear-old wife Madhuri stay
in the Hatkesh area of Mira
Road. Shinde, who retired
from the Indian Railways, has
been bedridden after suffer-
ing a parahtic stroke on July
1L 1lis son, who lives in I'en,
had hired the carcuaker -
Babula Raghunath Naahak, 41,
a resident of Borivali -

through Prakash Nursing
llome Dureau, an agency

operating from the Marve
Road arca in Malad West
Naghaok Jjoined work on
August 24,

The incident was reported
at around llpm on September
77, when Shinde was alone at
home as his wife had goneto a
house in the building where
she cooks to earn a living,
Naahak, who was in a highly
inchriated stare, started toss-
ing the chairs and other
houselold furnitree, Trane

Police allegedly took
time to registeran
offence apparently
due tojurisdictional

confusion
|=———+]

over being stopped, Naahak
mounted a vielent attack on
Shinde by climbing over him
and raining blows on his face,
chest and legs. Before flecing
the spot. he also threatened
Shinde of killing his wife if he
revealed about the incident to
anyone.

Upon returning at 1115pm,
Shinde’s wife was shocked to
find him grievously injured
She informed one of their
neighbours who called their
fumily doctor. After first aid
treatment,  Shinde  was
admitred to a nearby hospital.
The chest CT scan detected
rib fractures, which according
to doctors may need surgical
stabilisation. The accused
allegedly regularly reported
to work in a drunken stupor;
and abused and assaulted the
elderly couple, who were
forced 1o endure the ordeal
owing to their age and fecble
stare, Itis ver to be ascertained
why the couple didn’t report
the assads earlier,

MBVYV cops
return stolen
goods worth

36.89 crore

Suresh Golanl
MIRA BHAYAND AR

The Mira Bhayandar-Vasai
Virar (MBVV) police on
Monday returned money lost
to cyber fraudsters and stolen
valuables worth Rst.80 crore
at a ceremony held in Mira
Road in the presence of Chief
Minister  Eknath  Shinde,
Commissioner  of  Police
Madhukar Pandey and Shiv
Sena MLA Pratap Sarnalk.

Apart from reverting cash
amounting to more than
Rs2.46 crore and Rs3.14 crore
recovered by personnel from
Zone | and the cybercrime
unit respectively, keys of 44
vehicles valued at around
160 lakh, 125 mobile phones
worth Rsl4.83 lakh, cash and
gold ornaments priced
Rs44.40 lnkh was returned o
their rightful owners.

Shinde handed over the
valuables and demo cheques
to 25 out of the total com-
plainants. He said, “Lost or
stolen goods are rarely
recovered.  However, the
MBVY police have done a
wonderful job by not only
apprehending the culprits
but also recovering the stolen
booty from them and retums
feuee BEpo their iseners”
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Mira-Bhayandar: MBVYV Police Return Stolen Goods Worth ¥6.89
Crore, CM Eknath Shinde Hands Over Items To Victims At Mira Road
Ceremony....

MBVYV police returned stolen valuables/ vehicles and reverted money lost to cyber fraud collectively
worth more than a whopping Rs 6.89 crore at a ceremony held at the Dr. Appashacb Dharmadhikari
community hall in Mira Road in the presence of chief minister-Eknath Shinde, police commissioner-
Madhukar Pandey and Shiv Sena MLA- Pratap Sarnaik.

Mira Bhayandar: In a commendable and rare feat, the Mira Bhayandar-Vasai Virar (MBVV) police
returned stolen valuables/ vehicles and reverted money lost to cyber fraud collectively worth more than
a whopping Rs 6.89 crore at a ceremony held at the Dr. Appashaeb Dharmadhikari community hall in
Mira Road in the presence of chief minister-Eknath Shinde, police commissioner-Madhukar Pandey and
Shiv Sena MLLA- Pratap Sarmaik on Monday evening.

A part from reverting cash amounting more than Rs 2.46 crore and Rs 3.14 crore recovered by
personnel from Zone | and cybercrime unit respectively, keys of 46 vehicles valued at around Rs 69
lakh, 125 mobile phones worth Rs 14.83 lakh, cash and gold ornaments priced Rs 44.46 lakh was
returned to their rightful owners.

The CM personally handed over the valuables and demo cheques to 25 out of the total complainants,
While patting the backs of the cops for their performance, the chief minister said, “Lost or stolen goods
are rarely recovered. However, the MBVYV police have done a wonderful job by not only apprehending
the culprits but also recovering the stolen booty from them and returning it to their rightful owners.”

The MBVYV police Commissionerate is amongst one of the top law-enforcing agencies in the state in
respect to restitution of stolen/lost property to its rightful owners and reversals of money lost to cyber
fraud.

Although the judicial process is lengthy and cumbersome, the police minimised the delays by
swiftly completing all legal formalities and after due verifications handed over the movable property to
the concerned complainants.

Most of the victims could not believe their luck at getting back the valuables for which they had
given up all hope. “I never thought of getting back my money after losing in a cyber fraud, my trust in

the police has doubled after this,” said a Piyush Chouhan while thanking the police.



