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8k residents of Nalasopara
society get eviction notlces
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MSEDCL has been asked to dnscon nect electnclty supply to lhe illcgal Imildings before the
demolition drive starts, said VVMC assistant municipal commissioner Mohan Sankhe,
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Vasai-Virar Municipal
Corp has decided to
demolish 41 illegal
bldgs at Jai Ambe
Welfare Society

Megha Sood

megha.sood@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: Around 8,000 resi-
dents of Jai Ambe Welfare Soci-
ety in Achole in Nalasopara East
face imminent homelessness, as

[ the Vasai-Virar Municipal Cor-

poration (VVMC) has decided to
go ahead with the demolition of
4] illegal buildings in the soci-
ety. Eviction notices have been
jssued to around 2,500 families,

“We have written letters on
Friday to the police to provide
protection and to MSEDCL to
disconnect the electricity supply
to the lllegal buildings before
the demolition drive starts,"
said VVMC assistant municipal
commissioner Mohan Sankhe,

On Tuesday, a Supreme Court
bench of Justice Hrishikesh Roy
and Justice SVN Bhatti issued
an order stating that the author-
ities were at liberty to go ahead
with the demolition of the ille-
gal buildings but should explore
the possibility of rehabilitation
of the affected eccupants;

The feasibility of rehabilita-

tion should be considered inde-
pendent of the demolition, they
said.

A day earlier, the Bombay
high court had refused to grant
any reliel to the occupants,
observing that the 41 illegal
buildings were “wholly Illegal
and unauthorised” and con-
structed on land reserved for a
sewage treatment plant and
dumping ground. The court dis-
posed of a petition filed by the
builder to regularise the build-
ings, and VVMC officials said
they would go ahead with the
demolition for which they had
set a September 30 deadline,

The Aagri Sena, a political
party, has attempted to reassure
the fearful residents that it will
take up the rehab issue, as has
an NGO called Hindavi Swara-
jya Pratishthan (HSP). "The
builders have cheated thou-
sands of people,” said Fahim
Khan from HSP. “Several resi-
dents are dally wagers below
the poverty line. If they are
evicted, they will have to stay on
the road.”

Khan said the NGO would
meet VVMC officers on Tuesday
and try to work out rehabllita-
tion for the residents.

The plot on which the illegal
buildings were constructed
measures around 30 acres,
spanning survey numbers 22 to
30 in Agarwal Nagar, Nalaso-

para East. Some of the land is
privately owned. Sitaram Gupta,
a former corporator of the
Bahujan Vikas Aghadi (BVA)
party in the Vasai-Virar region,
and his son Arun Gupta, began
constructing the buildings on
the land in 2006 without obtain-
ing a construction permit or
occupancy certificate later. The
structures-were deemed unau-
thorised, and between 2010 and
2012, a few were demolished.

Gupta was arrested by the
Achole police in September
2022. He was accused of land-
grabbing and constructing the
4] illegal buildings. Gupta had
allegedly produced a bogus
completion certificate for one of
the buildings from CIDCO and
VVMC,

An FIR against Gupta and his
associate Vijay Tambat, alias
Vijay Salvi, was filed in June
2023 by the municipal corpora-
tion.

Both were declared abscond-
ing and were charged under
Sectlons 420 (cheating), 447
(criminal trespass), 465 (for-
gery), 467 (forgery of valuable
security), 468 (forgery for the
purpose of cheating), 471 (using
as genuine o forged document),
474 (having possession of a
forged document), and 34 {acts
done by several persons in fur-
therance of common intention)

of the Indian Penal Code,
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‘Govt takes stern .
‘f measures to curb
call-related crimes

Somendra Sharma

MUMBAI
\

The Department of
Telecommunlcations (DoT), in
coliaboration with Telecom
Service Providers (TSPs), has
Introduced an advanced sys-
tem designed to identify and
block incoming international
spoofed calls before they can
reach Indian telecom sub-
seribers, officials said on
Friday.

This system is being
deployed in two phases: first,
at the TSP level, to prevent
calls spoofed with the phone
numbers of their subscribers;
and second, at a central level,
to stop calls spoofed with the
numbers of subscribers from
other TSPs. The criminals
mask the actual origin of the
calls, which has led to a spate
of incidents involving threats
of mobile number disconnec-
tion, fake digital arrests, and
even impersonation of govern-
ment officials or law enforce-
ment agencies, officials said.

“Citizens are receiving
many fraudulent calls, often
disguised as originating from
Indian mobile mumbers. As of
now, all four TSPs have suc-
cessfully implemented the sys-
tem. About one third of total
spoofed calls at 4.5 million
spoofed calls are being
stopped from entering the
Indian telecom network. The
next phase, involving a central-

-

[ Advanced system
launched to block
international
spoofed calls

4.5 million

Spoofed calls
blocked so far.

All 4 TSPs have
implemented the
system

1 Next phase to block
remalning spoofed
calls across all TSPs

B Cltizens can report
fraud calls via
Chakshu facllity on
Sanchar Saathi
platform.

% Reporting requires
" OTP verification

ised system that will eliminate
the remaining spoofed calls
across all TSPs, Is expected to
be commissioned shortly.” sald
agovernment official.
“DoT is taking timely

measures fo protect telecom |
users as these new techniques

are being reported. In the age
of rapidly evolving technology,
the DoT has taken multiple
measures to make the telecom
ccosystems safer and securc.
However, cven with these
robust safeguards, there muy
still be instances where
fraudsters succeed through
other means,” the official said.
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Gang busted for

CHINA'LINKFOUND

Suresh Golani
MIRA BHAYANDAR
S ——

With the arrest of seven
people, the crime branch unlt
(Zone I1I) attached to the
Mira Bhayandar-Vasal Virar
(MBVYYV) police claim to have
- busted an interstate gang
involved In the theft of
remote radio frequency
receiver (RR) units, AZNA
cards and other expensive
| telecom equipment from 5G
mobile towers.

The gang had stolen the RR
+ unlt of a moblle tower in
Nallasopara on August 22. A
team led by police inspector
Pramod Badhakh started
investigations into the case
and on the virtue of elec-
tronle surveillance appre-
hended seven’ members of
the gang from various parts
of Mumbai, Mustafabad in
Delhi and Ghaziabad in Uttar
"' Pradesh.

The accused have been
identified as Shubham Yadav,
24, Shailesh Yadav, 25,

¥

Kapurchand ~ Gupta, 25,

. Bansilal Jain, 50, Zakir Mallik,

{95, Zaid Mallik, 18, and Junaid
Mallik, 24. According to the
I police, the gang members
stole RR ,units and AZNA
cards, which are crucial and
expensive equipment used

- stealing receiver
- units from towers

The stolen remote
radio receiver units
were sold in Hong
Kong and China;
|ater sent to black

market
um—-——-‘_'_

wireless networks for 5G
transition and cloud connec-
tivity.
During the Investigation, it
also came to light that the
accused 1llegally sold the
stolen units in Hong Kong
and China where their soft-
ware and hardware were
reprogrammed before selling
them in the black market.
The police recovered 36 RR
units worth more than Rs40
lakh from the possession of
the serial thieves, which they
had stolen in various states
including Bihar, Jharkhand,
West Bengal, Punjab and Goa.
Meanwhile, an offence
under the relevant sections of
the Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita
(BNS), 2023 has been regis-
tered at the Achole police sta-
tion against the accused who
have been remanded to
police custody. Around 20
cascs of thefts have been reg- |
istered against the gang
members at police stations in
Mumbai, Thane, Palghar and
Bihar. Further investigations
were underway.




