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POLICE REJIG | Controversial Santacruz Inspector Rajendra
Kane and Crime Inspector Amar Patil among those transferred

DGP relents to ECI and
transfers 111 inspectors

Megha Kuchik

R E R

The director general of police
(DGP) has finally relented to
the Election Commission of
India’s order and transferred
111 inspectors out of Mumbai.
With assembly elections due
in November, the ECI had on
July 31 instructed the govern-
ment and the police to
transfer all those officials who
are posted in their home dis-
tricts and those who have
been in the same place for
three or more years.
According to rules, prior to
elections, officers who have
' served meore than three years
' In an area have to be moved
out. The Maharashtra Police
jssued an order on Friday
directing the 111 inspectors to
be transferred out of the city.
' Controversial Santacruz

Prior to elections,
officers who have
served more than
three yearsinan
area have to be
moved out

Inspector Rajendra Kane and
Crime Inspector Amar Patil
are among those transferred.
Kane has been sent to
Ratnagiri, and Patil to Nagpur.

Initially the Maharashtra
Police did not follow through
on the ECI order However,
the ECI sent a notice to the
police, demanding clarifica-
tion for non-compliance and
requesting a formal report
The chief secretary and the
DGP were supposed to sub-
mit action-taken reports by
August 20 but failed to do so.

Afterwards, the ECI sent
three reminders regarding
the pending rteport. The
Maharashtra Police informed
the  ECI that, aside from
Mumbai. other regions in the
state had complied with the
transfer orders. Subsequently,
the Mumbai Police requested
the ECI again, seeking an
exemption for these officers.
Eventually, with assembly
elections approaching, the
DGP transferred 11l inspec-
tors out of the city. and
assigned 11 new inspectors to
Mumbal.

Kane and Patil had faced a
departmental inquiry after a
junior officer filed a com-
plaint against them with the
deputy commissioner of
police. The junmior officer
accused Kane of preventing
the filing of an FIR in an
extortion case. The Free Press

Journa! first reported the
case, highlighting allegations
made by both an activist and
the junior officer.

Social  activist  Aftab
Siddique posted on X: “The
Election Commission of India
rejected the home ministry of
Maharashtra's reply regard-
ing the transfer of Mumbai
police officers before the 2024
assembly  elections. On
October 4, I received a reply
from the Maharashtra
Election Commission office,
confirming that the officers
were transferred.” “Satyamev

Jaytey corruption and conni- |.

vance out of Mumbai,” she
said.

Siddique had frequenty
approached senior officers
regarding the Santacruz
extortion case, demanding
the mransfer of both Kane and
Patil.
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7 held for steahngradlo units

from mobile phone towers
Equipment Sold In China And Hong Kong: Cops

Tives News Nerwonk

Mumbai: A gang of seven
men hasbeen arrested for nl-
legedly stealing Remote Ra-
dio Units (RRUS) from mobl-
lo towers and selling them to
buyers in China and Hong
Kong.

The Mira Bhayander Va-
sai Virar crime unit 3 at Vi-
marwas assigned the respon-
sibility of probing the esca-
lating incldents of RRU
thefts. On Augrust 22, thethelt
of an RRU wasreported from
the rooftop of a residential
bullding in  Nalasopara.
RRUs are transcelvers that
facilitate the connection bet-

ween wireless devices and
networks.

The pollee apprehended
Shubham Yadav, a 24-year
old resldent of Santacruz,
who subsequently led them
to his seven anccomplices re-
sldIng in Mumbai, Dethl, and
Uttar Pradesh.

The gang's modus ope-
randl Involves (argeting a
cellphone tower and monlto-
ring the surrounding activl-
ty. While two to three mem-
boersascendthe tower tostenl
the equipment, the others
walt nearby on motoreycles
to make aswlit getawny with
the stolen goods. According
to the police, this gang has

been active for more than n
yeqr,

The police have solved 20
casesof RRU thefts inthe Va-
sal regton, Mumbai, Thane,
and Blhar thus far. They re-
covered 36 stolen RRUs with
an estimated value of Rs 40
lakh. The nuthorities stated
that these devices are highly
sought alter In China and
Hong Kong.

The police hnve not dis-
missed the possibllity of the
pang having members spre-
nd neross the country. They
nre currently Investigating
how the stolen equipment s
transported to foreign count-
rles.
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|
STATE TRANSFERS

THREESENIOR -
POLICE OFFICERS

Yogesh Nalk
yogesh.nalk@h'ndustantimas com

MUMBAI: A day after the Mum-
bai police relented to the Elec-
tion Commission of India's (ECI)
orders and transferred 111
inspector rank officers out of the
city, the state police headquar-
ters asked the additional chief
secretary (home) [ S Chahal to
| trnsfer one additional commis-
sloner and three deputy com-
missioners of Mumbai police.
The ECIl had carlier soughtan
explanation from the Mumbali
police as to why these officers
had not been transferred, despite
them serving in the city police
for the past three years.
According to rules, prior to
clections, officers who have
| served more than thrceynrs In
an area have to be moved out so
that they don't influence elec-
tions.

The state police headquarters
stated that additlonal commis-
sioner Rajlv Jain of Mumbal
r north reglon, deputy commis-
/| sloners Sanjay Latkar (port
zone), Prashant Kadam of Zone
4 and Hemraj Rajput of Zone 6
should be translerred. Chahal
told [TT that ECI's orders will be
Implemented soon.,

] L S —



