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Inviting bids for abattoir in
- Bhayander sparks protests

Sandhya.Nair@timesofindla.com  letter addrossed to Katkar, Ja- According to the tender, the

_ _ In pointed out that while a2  construction of the slaughter-
Mumbai: The Mira Bhayan-  slaughterhouse s proposed in  house is estimated to cost Rs 40
der Municipal Corporation

theDevelopmentPlan, itisstill  crore and 1s expected’ to be
(MBMC), currently under the

: _ | awaltingapproval. Sheexpres-  completed within 20 months.
admm!sn:atlon of Municipal sed concern over the potential The funds for the abattoir and
'5 Commissioner Sanjay Katkar, health risks posed by an abat-  other development profects In

: hasinitiatedanonlinebidding toirto the local villagoers. Mira-Bhayander were appro-
: processforthe constructionof InDec2022,themunicipali-  ved by the state Urban Develop-
. aslaughterhousewithinitsju- tyhadcommencedthelandac-  ment Department from Ovala-
: risdiction. This decision has quisition process for a slaugh-  Majiwada MLA Pratap Sarna-
: sparked protests from various  terhouse in Ulan, Bhayander ik’s funds. The funds were later
: political parties. (west), which was met with transferred to the Late Balasa-
: On Oct 3, the municipality strong opposition from over heb Thackeray Memorial Art
: released tendersforildevelop- 5,000 residents who wrote to Gallery in Bhayander Former
: mentprojects, whichincludea chief minister Eknath Shinde. BJP MLA Narendra Mehta has
: cycling and jJogging track, a The residents are already en-  threatened to organise a large-
: gymnasium, a school, and an  gaged in a battle against the scaleprotestif the tenderforthe
. abattoir. The bids are schedu- civic dumping ground in slaughterhouse is not with-
i ledtobcopenedonOctllatthe Utan and the burning of gar-  drawn. Heargued that the abat-
. civicheadquartersin Bhayan- bage. A Solid Waste Manage-  toir would offend the religious
der. Independent MLA Geeta mentprojectat Dhagvivillage sentiments of the majority
Jain has objected to the tende- in Utan was halled in Sep community and questioned the
ring process for the slaughter- 2009, following massive pro- necessity for such a facility in
house, deeming it illegal. Ina  testsby thelocals. theregion.

The fg_v\&MU\T\ Erpress P
T/
4 held as Palghar

- woman dies In
wall collapse

' Palghar; Four persons were ar-
rested following the collapse of
~ awall that killed 22-year-old
- RaksanalahangeonOctober4.
Theinddentoccurred atanun-
der-construction site in Vasai,
Police were informed post-cre-
mation, leading to charges
against landowners and con-
tractors under sectlons of
 Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. PT\
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Six horses sent to
animal sholtor for

medical chockups;
trio served notices

| S

They nllegedly confessed
that the event was held to
mark Urus Yatra, an annual
festival which 1s observed In
Uttan, Stx horses, which were
whipped to gollop faster, have |
been for medlical exomin- 1|
atlons to Pashu Ashram, an
animal rescue centre.

After PETA's alert, the cops
swiltly sct up barricades on
the race route and Inter
cepted two horse carts, while |
they were crossing the
Versova bridge on the high- |
way In Koshimira a little past | |
midnight. The riders = Owen |
DeMello, 26, and Roncy Kaltll, |
96, - were taken to the police
statlon.. They confessed to
have organlsed the race from
the Uttan vlllage to the

Versova bridge. ‘
|

Simultancously, another

rider, Benny Perelra, 40, was |
caught near the Neellkamal l |
Junction. “While reports of | |

the medical examinations of |

the horses arc awalted, the

trlo were let-off after belng | -i.

served with notices” sald a |
cop. The trio have been
booked under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita sections per-
talning to negligent conduct
with respect to animals as
well as the Prevention of
Gruelty to Animals Act.
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