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The free Press Joenadd  fer

| . € gamin
addict looking for eas?

money to pay his debt. The
woman was abducted under
the pretext of being escorted
to her native village |n
Rajasthan, She was rescued
within 24 hoyrs (on October
11) by the crime detection
unit of the Mira Road police
from Bharuch in Gujarat.
The abductor, Dinesh Kumar,

a local photographer has

f message on

been arrested. The com-
plaint was lodged by the
woman’s husband Kishore
Suthar, 30, a carpenter living
in the Shant! Park area of
Mira Road. As per the com-
Plaint, the woman (name
withheld) mysteriously went
missing while the couple was
returning home after watch-
Ing garba in a nearby locality,

The morning after the
abduction, Suthar received a

demanding Rs50,000 to
release his wife. Suthar
transferred the amount to
the specified bank accounts,

\
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 H’way police

Now under
MBVYV cops

the Mumbai-Ahmedabad

government has approved
the handover of the post
and functioning of the
Highway Police Help
Centre at Chinchotiin
Vasal to the Mira- |
Bhayandar Vasai Virar
Police (MBVV)
Commissionerate, The
' centre had been under the
establishment of the
highway traffic police
department, The transfer
‘request' was made by the
- office of the Director
General of Police, The
MBVV Commissionerate
was established in
September 2019 after the
division of jurisdictions of
Thane Rural and Palghar
police units, Mumbal-
Ahmedabad National -
Highway-48, which comes
under the Jurisdiction of
Chinchoti Highway Police
Help Centre, falls in Its
jurisdiction,

For regulation of trafficon

National Highway, the state -

Woman rescued

- from Bharuch;

kidnapper demanded
<50k from her

husband on
Instagram
_*—-‘ﬁ

However, the accused
demanded Rs50,000 more,
following  which  Suthar
approached the Mira Road
police station and lodged a
complaint, A team led by
assistant police Inspector
Pravin Bhosale, under the

__‘H e

supervision of senior police
Inspector Chandrakant
Sarode, launched a probe.
Based on the bank account
number and footage cap-
tured by CCTV cameras, the
Identity of the accused was
ascertained.

Electronic  surveillance
revealed Kumar's presence
in Bharuch, from where he
Was arrested with the help of
the railway police counter-

. parts. “The accused was in a

huge debt due to his addjc-
tion to online gaming, which
apparently impelled him to
commit the crime,” said an

officer. The accused and the
complainant are from the
Same  community and
resided in adjacent villages
in Barmer, Rajasthan. The
reason behind the woman
agreeing to go back to her
village with the accused is
being ascertained.  An
offence has been registered

under section 140 (kidnap-

ping for ransom) and 308 (5)
(extortion by putting any
person in fear of . death/
grievous  hurt) of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS). Kumar has been sent
to judicial custody.

the

|
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MIRA BHAYANDAR.

Centreto |, ~
empower

WOIIEeI

The Mira Bhayandar
Municipal Corporation
(MBMC) has tied up with
Kaam.com to launch a
Kaamyabi (success)

| Centre to empower

women by providing them
with tailored employment |
opportunities and essential
skill development

programmes. Key services

offered at the centre
located in the Indralok area
of Bhayandar will include
Jobseeker assessment and
counselling, basic resume
development, placement
services with job openings
across a range of
industries, video-based
training on personality
developmentand English

| communication skills.

There will also be
workshops focused on
specific job roles and
weekly grooming sesslons.
The Kaamyabi Center wi||
also work with large
corporate houses under
varlous CSR [nitiatives.
Asplrants, employers and
those seeking sklll

development can contact
7400183943 or emall;

apply@kaam.com,
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Teen ‘abducts’

woman,
<50k from hubby

Slndm Nair@timesofindia.com

Mumbai; A 'teenagé photog-
rapher from Rajasthan, who

was allegedly involved in on-
line gambling, ‘abducted’ his

married neighbour from Mi-

ra Road and extorted money
from her 80-year-old hus-
band. Thevictim, a newlywed
19-year-old, wanted to visit
her parents, but when her
husband and in-laws refused,
she sought the help of the ac-
cused to reach her village.
Theaccusedinstead of taking
the woman tohervillage, took
her to Bharuch in Gujarat,
and extorted money before
being arrested within 24 ho-
urs. :

The incident occurred on
Oct 8 when the woman and
her sister-in-law went to
watch garba. Around 10 pm,
the sister-in-law dropped the
woman at her building and
left for her home. When the
woman did not return home
late at night, her husband, a
carpenter, called his wife and
sisterr The woman’s phone

| was switched off, and the sis-

ter informed him that she
dropped her off at the buil-
ding. Despiteasearch, the wo-
man could not befound.

The next day, around 6.30

e Al - e I T e O T T o i O e

extorts

am, the husband received a
message on his social media
account from his wife, clai-
mingshe had been kidnapped
and the abductor was deman-
ding Rs 50,000 for her release.

The husband transferred the
‘money to the accused’s bank

account through six online
transactions. The accused
then demanded an additional
RS 50,000 to free her, pro-
mpting the husband to appro-
ach the Mira Road police. The
police identified the bank ac-
count holder as Dinesh Sutar

- (19), who was the woman's ne-
ighbour in Rajasthan. CCTV :
footage revealed that the wo- :
man willingly left with the ac-

cused. They were traced to

Bharuch. Dinesh told the po-

lice that he desperately nee-

ded money for online gamb-
ling. When the woman asked :

him to take her to her village,

he saw it as an opportunity to

make quick money:

The woman told the police

that she was unaware of his

intention to extort money

e S

from her husband.The police :
are investigating the possibi- :

lity of a prior relationship
between the woman and Di- :
nesh before her marriage. Di-
nesh has been charged with :

extortion and kidnapping.

g
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~ EC clarifies: DGP'
cleared to stay

VijayV.Singh
J @timesofindia.com

M]m_lbaj: The Election Com-
mission has clarified that the
'. appointment of IPS officer
Rashmi Shukla as director
general of police (DGP) of
Maharashtra was approved
by the Union Public Service

Commission (UPSC), putting

[ dn end to any possibility of

changes in the state
during the ongoing
election, as demanded
|' by the Opposition; |
{ Chief election com- |
| missioner (CEC) Rajiv ;a0
. Kumar at a press con- =
ference on Tuesday said the
DGP’s appointment is govern-
ed by a procedure wherein
names of the senior-most offi-
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: of them. In Jan 2024, the state

e —

e

name has been cleared by the ° |
UPSC." |
Earlier,. state Congress
chief NanaPatole had written
to the CEC, demanding Shuk-
la’s removal before the polls,
while claiming that her exten-
sion would benefit the ruling
alliance. Patole questioned
herextension sayingitcontra-
venedlegal norms. He argued
that extending Shukla's ten-
S ure beyond her origi- |
nal retirement date vi-
S W olated the Maharash-
tra Police Act, which
- mandates a two-year
- tenureforthe DGP. pro-
vided they are not due
forretirement in that period.
- Last year;, the UPSC short-
listed three names for the

DGP'’s post. Shukla, who was
due to retire in J une, was one |

—

govt ‘appointed her after
sranting her an extension.to |

enablehertohavea minimum
tenure of two years. |
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Continued from page 1

Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar announced the Ma-
harashtra schedule, along with
the Jharkhand poll programme,
on Tuesday afternoon in New
Delhi. It will be the second oc-
casion since the summer’s Lok
Sabha polls that Maharashtra
will have two three-party alli-
ances facing each other,

The announcement marked

the beginning of the model
code of conduct that bars gov-

emments from making policy
decisions and enforces certain

rulesand regulations on parties,
poll campaigns, candidates and

- governmentservants who man-
age the elections. In exceptional |

cases, the government may ap-
proach the Election Commis-
sion, which holds final powers
to approve and reject the state
plea and direct the government
to do what suits it best.

In 2019, polling was also done
in a single phase, but a month
earlier than this year. Before a
stable government took over,
the state sawa month of intense
political activity after a short-
lived government collapsed.
This led to unexpected alliances
and shifted the state’s political
direction. 2024’s tight schedule

- will notimpact political activity,

said state legislature’s former
principal secretary Anant Kalse.

M\o\

Uk
Maharashtra

? :

—-" noll showdown

Political alliances gear up for intense battle; surprises

expected after drama surrounding last election

“The House must be con-
stituted before its term ends.
It won't affect if no party or
alliance [1n the case of a hung
House| is able to form a gov-
ernment in the time available
between the results and the
House expiry date. The parties
may take more time to decide
their next course of action [as
they did in2019]” added Kalse.

A stalemate followed after
the winning combination of
BJP and Shiv Sena (undivided)
broke up post-2019 results over
Uddhav Thackeray’s demand
forthe CM's post. In the interim,
President’s Rule was imposed
and later lifted when BJP’s De-
vendra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar
of the NCP took oath as the CM
and DyCM on November 23, but
both quit within three days be-
fore the floortesthappened. On
November 28, the newly formed
Maha Vikas Aghadi installed
Thackeray as its CM. This gov-
ernment too fell in 2022 in the
wake of a rebellion in the Sena.
The formation changed into a
‘three-party collaboration when
the Ajit Pawar-led NCP splinter
joined Senas Eknath Shinde
faction and the BJP.

November 2024 also prom-
ises something unexpected.
After trailing in the Lok Sabha,
the ruling alliance has gone into
overdrive to implement a direct
cash transfer scheme, and vari-

‘The House must be constituted
before its term ends. It won’t
affect if no party or alliance is able
to form government in the time
available between the results and

House explry date’ Anant Kalse, former
principal secretary of Maharashtra legistature
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RAJIV KUMAR
CHIEF ELECTION COMMIASIONER

Assembly

constituencies 288

General 234 ST‘ZS SC: 29
TOTAL VOTERS 963 cr

Male Female
4.97 cr 4.66 cr
Young voters 1.85cr
Third |
gender Divyang
5997 @ 6.32lakh
First-time voters
20.93 lakh !

-------------------------------------------------------

Polling stations

1,00,186
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ous other dole and social engi-
neering to woo the voters. The
Haryana turnaround has raised
the BJP's confidence to go all
outto emerge as the single-larg-
est party for the third time. The
MVA, on the other hand, relies
heavily on the recent past, the
state's Lok Sabha verdict. But
leaving no chances, the Con-
gress, 1n a bid to cross the Ma-
hayut, is learnt to have scripted

a manifesto full of doles to be

given to the people if voted to
power. The MVA also banks on
quotaunrestthat hasled to con-
frontation between Marathas
and the government. By-poll for
Nanded Lok Sabha seatwill also
be held on November 20. The
seat fell vacant after Congress
MP Vasant Chavan’s death.
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Candidates with
ﬂminal cases
Chief Election

- Commissioner Rajiv

said the candidates with
criminal cases and their
respective parties will
have to advertise at least
three times in print and
electronic media about
their background.

D_G._P stays

—

Responding to a question,
CEC Kumar said that the
Congress’s demand for
Maharashtra DGP Rashmi
Shukla’s displacement
will be handled as per the
Supreme Court’s legal
pronouncement in the

process of appointment
of the state police chiefs.

. He added that the state

DGPs were appointed
through a process done by

the Union Public Service
Commission.

Maharashtra poll
schedule

Date of notification:
October 22

Last date of nomination:
October 29

Scrutiny: October 30

Withdrawal: November 4

Poll date: November 20

Counting: November 23
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