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WhatsApp DP
reveals house
help’s theft

Poonam Apraj

MUMBAI

A house help’s theft at a busi-
nessman’s  residence in
Kandivali came to light after
the stolen items were spotted
in the woman'’s WhatsApp
status. Mandar Narkar, 35,
had employed two women —
Yashoda Thapa for cooking
and Rupali Singh for cleaning,
Singh, who had been respon-
sible for maintaining the 3-
bedroom apartment,
informed Narkar's family on
October 7 that she was resig-
ning due to personal family

issues. On Dussehra, Narkar'’s .

wife noticed a missing saree
and contacted Singh, who
claimed she had placed it in
the wardrobe. Later, Narkar
came to know that Singh had
taken a bag from the house
on October 7 around 9am,
Suspicion grew when, on
October 12, Narkar's wife saw
Singh's WhatsApp status, in
which she was wearing her
wristwatch and dress. Later,
it was found that she had
stolen other items too,
including jewellery.

22 MBMC personnel
trapped for taking
bribes over 19 years

Suresh Golanl

MIRA BHAYANDAR \/
*

Twenty-two personnel,
Including 10 officlals, from
various departments of the

" Mira Bhayandar Municlpal

Corporation (MBMC) have
landed into traps lald by the
Antl-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) for accepting bribes in
the past 19 years. A couple of
elected representatives also
have been charged for graft.

The information was
sourced out under the Right
to Informatlon (RTI) Act by
social activist Krishna Gupta,
Ironically, the reply to the RTI
query has been glven by an
assistant, commissloner who
himself had landed Into the
custody of the ACB on alleged
charges of accepting a bribe
amounting Rs1.75 lakh from a
hotelier in 2013.

As per the reply, while one
official has been recently
acquitted in a 14-year-old
bribery case, investigations
are still underway in the
remaining cases with no con-

545 traps

A cursory glance at the
statlstical racords
uploaded on ACB's
officlal website reveals
545 traps reglistered
across the state between
January 1 and October 14
this year, as compared to
661 In the corresponding
perlod last year, which
Indicates an 18% drop.

victlons. Notably, most of the
tainted personnel have not
only rejoined regular services
after bref suspensions, they
have also managed to bag
plump postings. Gupta has
alleged that in addition to the
22 cases in which personnel
have been caught red-
handed, the ACB had sought
permisslon to probe nearly 27
complaints related to cor-
ruption and misappropri-
ation of funds, including an
ambulance scam, in the past
five years. “However, per-
missions were denied in all
cases,” alleged Gupta.
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