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Show of strength by
Ex-MLA for BJP
ticket in twin-city

Suresh Golanl

MIRABHAYANDER |~
L e

Amidst the ongoing tug-of-
war between three aspirants
over securing BJP nomina-
tion for the Mira Bhayandar
(145) assembly constituency,
former legislator Narendra
Mehta organised a Sankalp
Sabha in Bhayandar on
Sunday. It was apparently a
last-ditch attempt by Mehta

to mount pressure on the .

party top brass to show the
clout he holds amongst the
cadre and local voters. At the
gathering, former MBMC
mayor Nirmala Savle quit the
Congress party and jolned
the BJP.

Hundreds of grass root
party workers, office bearers
and around 6! former cor-
porators in the Mira
Bhayandar Municipal
Corporation (MBMC) regls-
tered their presence in the
gathering and pledged their
support to Mehta. The former
MLA said the development of
the reglon had come to a
standstill in the past five years
and he will ensure that all lag-

Former MBMC
mayor Nirmala
Savle abandons
Cong for BJP
e

ging projects are fast-tracked
again.

Apart from Mehta, two
others, Including Indepen-
dent legislator Gecta Jaln and
former city chlef advocate
Ravi Vyas are entangled in a
fierce competition by staking
claim to BJP candidature.

Former mayor and an
active politician since 1997,
Mehta joined BJP in 2012 and
was appolnted as the party’s
city chief. After facing defeat

in the 2009 assembly elec- |
tions, Mehta made a come- '

back in 2014 by defeating hls
NCP rival. In 2019, he lost by a
margin of 15, 528 votes to
Geeta Jain, who fought as an
Independent after being
denied a BJP ticket.

Jain, who went on to sup-
port the Mahayuti alliance,
had accompanied the Eknath
Shinde rebel faction to Assam
in 2022

12 spaces for
firecracker
stalls found

Suresh Golanl
MIRA BHAYANDAR
——

The Mira  Bhayandar
Munlcipal Corporation
(MBMC) has formulated a
safety policy in context to
mandating guidelines for sale
of firecrackers at open
grounds during Diwali. The
civic administration !dent-
Iied 12 grounds across the
twin-city, which can accom-
modate around 100 stalls
where firecracker vendors
can carry out thelr trading
activities In a safer environ-
ment.

The designated spots
include Netaji  Subhash
Chandra Bose Stadium, Royal

Garden Ground (Bhayandar- |
west), Navghar Municipal |

School Ground, Jesal Park
Chowpatty, Tendulkar
Ground  (Bhayandar-east),
pollce commissionerate
ground, open space near
Seven  Eleven  School,
Balasahaeb Thackeray

ground, Sardar Vallabhbhal |

Patel Ground, Shant Nagar
(sector 11 and V) ground and
a private vacant plot in Mira
village. “Stalls will be per-
mitted only after cross-ver-
ifying safety measures, which
are mandatory under the rel-
evant sections of the Indlan
Explosive Act," said civic chief
Sanjay Katkar.
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