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Deepika Patel, 10,
sustained severe
brain injury and
respiratory failure;
teacher booked

S e ——

Megha Sood

megha sood@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: For the past eight

days, 10-year-old Deepika Patel

from Nalasopara has been fight-

ing for her life after her teacher

hit her under her ear during tui-
tion classes.

Deepika, a Class 5 student,
has been admitted to the inten-
sive care unit of the KJ Somaiya
Hospital in Sion with severe
brain injury, tetanus toxicity
and respiratory failure, and is
on mechanical ventilation.

On October 5, Deepika had

e

Remarks

gone for private tuition classes
when her tutor, 20-year-old
Ratna Singh, slapped her twice
under her right ear because she
was supposedly laughing and
being mischievous, said her
father, Ambadas Patel, 32, in his
police complaint.

Deepika, whose ear began
hurting, returned home and
told her mother what had hap-
pened. Her mother then wentto
the tuition centre and con-
fronted Singh, who told her that
she slapped Deepika because
she was disturbing other chil-
dren, according to the com-
plaint

Her mother and Singh then
took Deepika to the Balaji Clinic

in Tulinj, where she was given

medicines. When they returned
home in the evening, Patel
noticed swelling near Deepika’s
ear. He then rushed her to the
Sanjeevani Hospital, where she

DeeplknPatel ison mechamcn]
ventilation.

was admitted for a day. How-
ever, her face began swelling
and Deepika was soon unable to
even open her mouth.

“"We had to keep a spoon
between her lips to feed her
water,” said Patel. "For three

days, Deepika was unable to eat
or drink anything. That made

her restless and we then took

her to a government hospital in
Mumbai, But since there were

no ICU beds available, we

admitted her to KJ Somaiya

Qoﬂ
"1 We had to keep a

spoon between her
lips to feed her

water. For three

days, Deepika was
unable to eat or
drink anything

AMBADAS PATEL,

Deepika's father

Hospital on October 13 through
an acquaintance,” said 32-year-

old Ambadas.

"She is undergoing treatment
that costs around 325,000 per
day. As we are not financially
sound, we are asking for help
from social organisations,”
added Patel, who owns a gen-

Teacher’s slap lands glrl in ICU

eral store in Oswal Nagar in
Nalasopara East.

Patel approached the Tulinj
police on Monday. Based on hls
complaint, an FIR was regis-
tered against Singh. “We have
not received a single call from
the tuition class owner, and we
want them to be booked for put-
ting my daughter through hel]
he said.

Based on Patel’s statement.
the Tulinj police station has reg-
istered a case against Singh
under sections 125 (endangering
life or personal safety of others)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and Section 75 (cruelty to child)
of the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act
against Ratna Singh. "We have
sent a notice to the concerned
teacher, and further investiga-
tion is underway,” said sub-in-
spector Vinod Wayangankar of
Tulinj Police Station.
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| Girl, 10, battles
for life after being
slapped by tutor

Poor primary treatment worsened
child's tetanus infection, which

occured due to injury caused
by earring after she was struck;
coaching class teacher booked

Student who

 wasallegedly  samiullah.khan@mid-day.com
slapped by her
teacher for A 10-YEAR-old student stud-

being ying in Std V is fighting for

mischievous:  her life after a slap from her
(right) her coaching class teacher. The
swollen right slap struck her right ear and
ear after the caused a wound, aggravated
injury got by the earring she was wear-
 infected ing. The injury allegedly led to

a tetanus infection. The girl has
» been unconscious and receiv-
4B Ingtreatmentinthe ICU ofa
)\ private hospital in Chunab-
| hattisince October 13, with
doctors working tirelessly
to save her. The victim’s fa-
ther holds the woman teach-
er responsible for his daugh-
ter’s critical condition and has
| complained to the Tulinj police
- station. » P02




£ treed after 9 years

DIWAKAR SHARMA
diwakar sharma®mid-day.com

TWO youths, after spending
almost nine years in Thane
jail in connection with a mur-
der case, walked free as a Va-
sai court acquitted them due
to a severe lack of evidence
and motive. Their relatives
thanked the court for the
acquittal but said that their
youth was destroyed as they
were “falsely implicated” in
the case.

A 2l-year-old milk busi-
nessman, Subhashchand
Gupta, was found dead at
a house in Nalasopara on
March 17, 2016. His body was
stuffed in a gunny bag, witha
nylon rope found nearby. His
elder brother Chandrashek-
har Gupta registered an FIR
at the Tulin) police station
against four people, including
two juveniles. Subsequently,
two suspects—Ravi Dangur
and Abhijeet Mishra—were
arrested.

The prime suspect, Shiva
Bhaiya, remained at large
until last year when
the Mira Bhayan-
dar Vasai Virar
(MBVV) police
arrested him in
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in jail, as court slams
botched investigation

EXCLUSIVE>> Lack of evidence and motive leads to acquittal in Nalasopara |
murder case; families criticise authorities over false implication

-
[T

o

Abhijeet Mishra; Ravi Dangur, the acquitted youth; advocate Darshana Tripathy, Dangur's lawyer. PICS/HANIF PATEL
———————————————————

10 mistakes made by the Tulinj police
that led to acquittal: Advocate, cqmplainant

killers of my brother,” Chan-
drashekhar said.

“Despite two inspector-lev-
el officers working on the
case, they couldn’t even es-
tablish the motive behind the
murder. Now, with the killers
set free due to this botched

investigation, we are wor-
ried for our safety, he

added.
“My  brother

was killed just a
month after his

Uttar Pradesh. wedding, = His
The remaining Day in 2016 that widow is still
two suspects the body was devastated, and
were juveniles and found she refuses to re-

were not arrested

but handled according
to juvenile law.

‘Botched investigation’

Complainant Chandrashekhar
Gupta told mid-day that two
officers had investigated the
case before the charge sheet
was filed. “Initially, inspector
Kiran Kabadi investigated the
case, and later senior inspec-

“tor Prakash Virajdar took over
and filed the charge sheet in
Vasai court.

However, they failed to re-
trieve call data records, CCTV

footage, or other incriminat-
ing evidence to convict the

marry. The Kkillers
destroyed two lives,
yet they have been acquitted.
All thanks to the Tulinj police
officers,” he said.

“My brother deserves jus-
tice, and I won't let the mat-
ter rest. 1 will challenge the
verdict in the high court to
seek justice” vowed Chan-

drashekhar.

Emotional moment at court

After the judge acquitted Dan-
gur and Mishra on Monday,
their parents’ broke Into tears
at the Vasai court, They were
seen touching the feet of the
advocates and hugging each

‘My brother was killed just a month after his wedding. His
widow is still devastated, and she refuses 1o remarry.The
killers destroyed two lives, yet they have been acquitted.

All thanks to the Tulinj police officers
Chandrashekhar Gupta, the complainant

1 Failure to retrieve call data
records of the accused.

2. Incomplete crime scene
investigation and failure to
retrieve fingerprints.

3. No CCTV footage was
secured for digital evidence.

4. Regular panch witnesses
were used instead of locals,
despite the crime occurring
in a densely populated area.

5. Failure to establish the

other with joy.

Shyamveer Dangur, Ravi
Dangur’s father, said, “This
case caused us tremendous
mental stress.

We waited 8.7 long years to
see my son set free. He was
arrested in 2016, and during
that time, my daughter got
married, but my son was
denied bail. We had lost all
hope, but my advocate Dar-
shana Tripathy fought well tor
him. I am thankful to the
court.”

Premnath Mishra, Abhijit
Mishra's father, said, “l ama

small-time farmer from Utlar

Pradesh. My son was falsely

implicated by the police and
the complainant. They de-

stroyed his youth—he’s now’

nearly 28 years old. I'll take

motive behind the murder.

6. Police failed to prove the
“last seen” theory.

7. Other potential angles in

the case were not explored.

8. No proof of the seized items
was submitted in court.

9. No background check -
of the deceased and
complainant was conducted.

10. No identification parade

- was conducted.

him back to our native place in
Jaunpur as | fear for his safety
in Nalasopara.”

Advocates speak

“Finally, we succeeded in se-
curing justice for our client,
who was innocent. There
needs to beasysteminplace to
prevent innocent people from
being wrongfully imprisoned,
said advocate Darshana Tripa-
thy, Dangur’s lawyer.
Advocate Siddhesh Naik,
Mishra's lawyer, said, “Despite
the investigating  officer’s
coercive tactics and rehance
on false panchnama and wit-
nesses, justice prevailed. The
acquittal highlights the impor-
tance of upholding the rule of
law and protecting individuals q
from wrongful prosecution.” &
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Mahayuti rio s
hattle for Mira-

Bhayandar

seal

BJP Shiv Sena, and
\ NCP all stake claims
as Geeta Jain eyes
re-election
|

PRAJAKTA KASALE
pmiakta.kasale@rn‘id-day.com

— s —

Cops reg
Educator had told victim's father she had slapped the girl for heing mischievous

tinued from page 1 did not improve. On October 13, her
Contimes fromws hcallhworsene(l——herjnwgotlocked

and she was unable to speak. Desper-
the police, an FIR was registered . ate, Patel souglltt{eaunentatseveral
against the toacher under relevant government hl.:)spltals_ but goyld not
sections of the Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita find space, u!t:mately_ admitting her
(BNS). However, the teacher has not to0 K J Somailya hosplgal where she

remains unconscious. Doctors

ALL three political partiesin the
Mahayuti alliance took nomina-
' vion forms for the Mira-Bhayan-
1 dar Assembly seat on Tuesday,
the first day of form distribu-
tion. The seat has not yet been
allocated to any party, and all
three have staked their claim

| by taking forms.

AFTER the girl’s father approached

On Tuesday, a total of 38 yet been arrested. )
' nomination forms were dis- According to reports, the _ have reported Lha_tthe infec-

tributed for the Mira-Bhayan- girl lived with her parents  tion is severe, withTecovery

dar Assembly seat “Of these, || and siblings in Oswal Na- expected to take time.

four were taken by BJP, three gari, Nalasopara East. She 1 “Whenl confroqted the

by Shiv Sena, and one by NCP, attended private coaching | teacher, she admitted to

while nine were distributed to | | classes. It is alleged that / slapping my dapghter be-

independent candidates,” said .|  during a class, the female 7/ cause shewasbemgmugh' A ™,

an Election Commission offi- reacher slapped her on her ty. However, whenlinformed | Af), TXI 1

her about the serious condition -*v_:_,/ N >N

cial. No party from Maharash- right cheek for being mischie-

tra Vikas Aaghadi has takenany N vous. The teacher's hand also struck

formsyet. . the girl's ear, causing aninjury as she
Geeta Jain won the seat in was wearing an earring. The force of

2019 as an Independent after the slap caused the earring's tip to
pierce the back of her ear, leading to

my daughter wasin, she startedapol- ™ :>/
ogising. The teacher is responsiblefor 1
my daughter’s condition, so 1 have —gr]
filed a complaint against her," Patel

said.

Iailipg to secure a BJP ticket, de-
feating BJP's Narendra Mehta

by 15,526 votes. After her victo-
ry, she supported the MVA gov-

ernment and later joined Shin-

the injury.
The girl's father, Ambaram Patel,
stated that he initially took his daugh-

rer to a local doctor for treatment.

Investigating officer, PSI Vir}od
Waingankar from Tulinj police said a

case had been registered and the tu-
ition teacher booked. “Since the case

was bailable, no arrest has beenmade

The girl battling for life in theICU of 2

de's ShivSenaafter the [_)revious Later, he visited aprivate hospital for .
government collapsed in 2022. further checkups, but her condition  yet. We issued anotice to the teacher” private hospital
The BJP announced its first ' - -

: -I - l
P T S ——— S N S —

list of 99 candidates on Sun-
day, October 20, but no can-
didate was mentioned for the
; Mira-Bhayandar seat. ShivSena
| and NCP have yet to declare
any candidates In Maharash-

tra. Narendra Mehta, who won
the seat in 2014, is interested in
contesting it again for BJP and
is hopeful his name will be an-
nounced soon, according to a
close associate.

Geeta Jain is also interest-
ed in running again and has
already begun her campaign.
“She proved herself by winning
1 as an Independent. The BJP has
commuitted the seat to her, butif
it goes to Sena, she may contest
under their banner,” said a sen-
ior associate of Jain.
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in ICU after complaining of hearing loss

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: A 10vearold girl
from Nalasopara, whowas alle-
gedly slapped by her tuition tea-
cher early this month, was ad-
mitted totheintensivecare unit
of a private hospital in Mum-
bal Her condition is said to be
grievous, The teacher received
a notice from the Tulin) police.
The incident occurred on
Oct 5 when Deepika Patel, a

the Reena Singh Tutorials in
Nalasopara (East). In the midst

of teaching, the teacher, Ratna -

Singh (20), walked up to Deepi-
ka and slapped her on the right
cheek. Ratna claimed that de-
spitewarning her, Deepika con-
tinued to cause disturbances in
theclass.

Deepika went home after fi-
nishing her tultions and comp-
lained of pain in the ears. Her
{ather saw that her cheek and

“|" Class Vstudent, was attending  ears were swollen. When he

—

probed her, she narrated what
happened in the tuition class.

 Deepika was taken to a private

hospital in Virar after she
complained of hearing loss. On
Oct 13, as Deepika's health sho-
wed no improvement, she was
moved toa hospital.
Ambaram filed acomplaint
with the police, who charged
Singh under BNS section for
rash and negligent actand sec-
tions of the Juvenile Justice
‘Act. Police said they 1Ssued a

notice to the teacher and are re-
cording the statements from
other students who attended tu-
ition on Oct 5. Cops said no
CCTV was found in the tuition
class premises, and they arewa-

-

iting to record Deepika's state-
ment. Ambaram said he worrl- :
ed about the mounting hospital :

costs as Deepika continues to !

be under observation in the

ICU. Deepika enrolled for the
classes at the beginning of the

academicyear
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