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— | 161 INSPECTORS

| SHUNTED OUT OF
Thane election officer THECITY

bjection

Anamlka Gharat who dismissed the objection
anan without providing any reasons.

Manish Kumar Pathak
manish.pathak@htlive.com

MUMBAI: A total of }61 pgl i’cet ‘
A - inspectors were transferred ou
' Following this, Vichare's law-
THANE: The Thane election offi- ~ yer. ushma Mishra, indicated gfﬁ}lﬁ f’hfg;’n“axf;dgf ;gﬁ,;,};g
cer on Wednesday rejected that they would approach the inspectors from Mumbai, Navi
| Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)can-  high court against the election M uenbairand Mi ra-Ehaya}lder-
didate Rajan Vichare's objection  officer’s decision to dismiss the e , _
) ) e et Vasai Virar (MBVV) police com
to Mahayuti's Sanjay Kelkar's objection without justification. missionerates
nomination papers, allegingthe ~ Vichare expressed his faith In Seventy pc:lice inspectors
BJP candidate for the Thanecity ~ the voters while speaking to the BN

- ity from
constituency concealed infor- press. “If someone has criminal were brought to the city fr

' | Akola, hik, and
mation about criminal charges  charges against him and con- | Akola, Sangli and Nashik,

in his affidavit. ceals that information, the vot- : ? iﬁoﬁﬁﬁfa}f ce Training Centre

Vichare had raised the objec-  ers will, ultimately, make the . Names of several senior
tion during the scrutiny of the  right decision.” _ ~ inspectors, who were promoted
nomination papers on Wednes- Kelkar had been booked in " as assistant commissioner only
day. The hearing for this objec-  FIR no 186/2021 at Naupada six months back. are also on the
tion was held in the office of  PS under Section 188, Section

) list. and so are the names of
election officer Urmila Patil, 269 and Section 34 of the [PC. more than 20 senior inspectors

) N - posted at major police stations
of the city, like Kandivali, Mal-
- wani, Kurla, Cuffe Parade, LT
. Margand Vanrai. _
Some senior officers have
raised concern over the move's
timing and its impact on the law
and order, with the assembly
elections duties going on.
Earlier, on October 4, 111
police officers from various sta-
tions had been transferred, as

. per directives from the Election
Commission, |
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221 police inspectors in Mumbal
transterred out a

r T . iy w—

oy - —

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI.OCTOBER 30
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A WEEK after the Maharashtra
DGP office sought names of of-
licers who fitthe criterion to be
transferred  before  the
~ Assembly elections, 221 oflicers
[rom Mumbal, Navi Mumbai
and Mira Bhayandar Vasai Virar
(MBVV) police have been trans-
ferred.

Nearly 42 officers were
moved to Mumbal police in
place of the officers transferred.

Mumbai police had resisted
the transfer on the ground that

it would make it difficult to

maintain law and order in the
city with lewer oflTicers.

The Election Commission,
however, did not relent and al-
ter clarifying some conditions
asked them to move outollicers
who had beeninthe same post-
Ing for more than three years,

The Indian Express had re-
ported lastweek thatlarge scale
transfers were on the cards in
Mumbai police.

The transfer listissued by the
state police on Wednesday
showed nearly 162.inspector
rank officers from Mumbai city,
nearly 38 inspectors [rom MBVV
police, and nearly 21 officers
[rom Navi Mumbai police were

transferred out of their commis-
slonerales,

Further, the state home de-
partmentand DGPolTice are also
In the process of appealing
against the stay order on their
transfer granted to 21 cops by
the Maharashtra Administrative
Tribunal (MAT).

The Mumbai police had on
October 4 transferred 112 offi-
cers fromwhom 21 officerswere
granted stay.

The Mumbai police had car-
ried out the transfers after EC
pulled up Maharashtra govern-
menton "partial compliance” of
its orders. |

Further, the EC, earlier this

ead of polis

month, in a letter clarif_ied‘ that
irrespective of which district 13
Mumbai an officer was poste
in, it will be counted in their
service record in Mumbat police.
As per rules, anyonc who has
sorved in an executive postin
three of the past four years in
district hastobe transferred bc:-
fore clections so that they don'e
wieldinfluence and tamper with

the election process.
Based on the EC letter. the

NGP on October 23 wrote to

Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Mira
Bhayandar Vasai Virar (MBWV)
seeking a list of officers who _I'zt
this criterion and sought the fist

by 6 pm.

Among those to miss poll bus: ‘
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polic

e officers, IRS officer

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 30

AMONG THE nameswhichwere
expected to be in the list of can-
didates for the Maharashtra
Assembly elections but did not
make it are that of two former
police officers and anIRS officer.
Former Mumbai Police
Commissioner Sanjay Pandey,
who joined Congress in Septem-
ber, IRS officer Sameer Wankhede,
and retired ACP Vasant Dhoble
were expected to be in the fray.
Meanwhile, wife of former
police officer Pradeep Sharma,
who had joined Shinde Sena,
eventually liled nomination as
an independent candidate,
Sources said that while
Pandey was interested in con-
testing the Assembly polls from
Versova, the seat was given (o
Congress's MVA ally Sena (UBT).
“He could not begrudge the
party as they did not get the seat.
And he did not want to leave the
party that he just joined,” a
source said. About talks of him
being given some other seat to
contest, the source said, “He had
workedinVersovaand felthe had

a chance there. It was pointless
fighting from a seat where he
had no base, He decided to bow
outof the race.” |
Swikruti Sharma, wife of for-
mer police officer Pradeep

Sharma, who was knownas “en-

counter specialist”, had joined the
Shiv Sena led by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and wasexpected
to contest from Andheri East.

' | The seatwas, however, given
to Murji Patel, the BJP candidate
who moved to Shinde Sena.

Sharma filed nomination as
an independent from the seat
which is currently held by Sena
UBT MLA Rutuja Latke,

“We have done a lot of social
work over the past one year in-
cluding providing ambulances
that conducted medical camps
at six places every day,” Sharma
told The Indian Express.

Earlier there were rumours
that Patel was asked towithdraw
from the contest, but eventually
he was chosen as the Shinde
Sena candidate from the seat.
Patel had previously contested
against Latlke in a by-election.

Sources said that B]P's reluc-
tance to support Swikrutl
Sharma's candidacy also stems

from her husband's controver-
sial past, including his arrest by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA)inconnection with
the Antilia bomb scare case.

A source said that Shinde
Sena leaders are trying to con-
vince Pradeep Sharma to take
back the candidature of his wife,

They have time till
November 4, the last date for
withdrawal of nominations,

Around a week ago, there
were speculations about Sameer
Wankhede, a serving IRS officer,
contesting polls from Shinde
Sena from Dharavi. However,
sources in the party denied any
such move. Sources close to
Wankhede claimed that while
he did have feelers from some
parties, he was reluctant to give
uponhis 16 years of service and
cecicled to stay the course.

There also speculations

- about retired ACP Vasant Dhoble,

known for his raids on bars,

showing interest in contesting

the polls. While banners declar-
ing support for him in the elec-
tions had come up in Goregaon
area, Dhoble's name also did not
come upwhenthe parties where
choosing candidates,
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Duo ér[ested
- with charas
worth1.25¢r -

‘Suresh Golani
MIRA BHAYANDAR

|

- The anti-narcotics cell (ANC)
artached to0 the Mira |
Bhayandar-Vasal Virar
(MBVV) palice have arrested
two drug peddlers who were
found to be in possession of
charas (marijuana) worth
more than Rsl25 crore. A
patrolling team from the ANC

* spotted two suspiclous-look-
ing men in the Golden Nest

area of Bhayandar East on
Tuesday afternoon.

The due who apparently
noticed the police jeep, tried
to escape from the spot but
were accosted after a hot

-chase by the ANC personnel.

- Upon frisking the duo, aged
53 and 45 years, were found
to be in possession of more
than three kilograms of
charas,

The duo who are said to be
natives of Madhya Pradesh
had arrived In the city to
deliver the contraband. Both
were booked under the rel-
.evant sections of the Narcotic

- Drugs and Psychotropic
. Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985,
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