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MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 4

— -

THEELECTION Commiission (EC)
on  Monday transferred
MaharashtraDGp Rashmi Shukla,
a 1988 batch IpS officer, two
weeks ahead of Assembly clec-
tons in the state. Earlier; there had
been a formal complaint against
he_r by Maharashtra Congress
chiefNana Patole, alleging politi-
cal bias towards the BJP and
sought to have her transferred for
free and fair polls,

The EC had also pulled up
Shukla and Maharashtra C hicf

Secretary for partial compliance

withits orders seeking transfer of

Rashmi

Shuklaisa
1988

batch IPS

officers. State Election Commi-
ssion(SEC)oflicials, however, said
that the EC order had not men-
tioned any reason for the transfer,

Mumbai Police
Commissioner Vivek Phansalkar
has been given additional charge
of the post of DGP till a new DGP
is appointed, The EC asked the
govemment tosend the namesof

three senior officers, following
~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Wwhistle’ symbol to BVA

The Election Commission of India (ECI) on
Monday informed the Bombay High Court that
Bahujan Vikas Aghadi (BVA) would be allotted the
‘whistle’ symbol for the upcoming Maharashtra
Assembly election. In January this year, the ECI
had allocated the symbol to the Janata Da]
(United). Senior advocate Akshay Shinde,
representing the ECI, submitted a letter recejved
from the JD(U) informing about its decision to not
contest the Maharashtra polls, The BVA' had
approached the ECI in August requesting for the
‘whistle’ symbol but it was turned down,
Subsequently, it moved the Bombay High Court.
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DGP | RASHMI SHUKLA TRANSFERRED ON EC ORDERS

7
STATETOP GOP % {)%

With DGP.sent on compulsory leave

following complaints from opposition,
Mumbai police commissioner

given temporary charge

FAIZAN KHAN

faizan.khan@mid-day.com

THE fate of Rashmi Shukla, Ma-
harashtra’s first woman Director
General of Police (DGP) and a
1988-batch IPS officer, hinges
on the results of the Maharash-
tra Assembly elections. The next
government will decide whether -
shewill continue as DGP orretire,
following the Election Commis-
sion of India’s (ECI) order for her
removal ahead of the upcoming
polls. “We have received a letter
from the ECI, based on which
o _ | she has been sent on compulso-
L N | ry leave, and the names of three

1y ‘The new govemment w:ll make a deaswn eligible officers for the next DGP-
have been forwarded to the ECl”

| after theelections. For now, [Shukla] has STy ey, s
\ : . beensenton compulsory leave based on the [kt ‘

[ ECI ’S or der $ * Sujata Saunik, chief secretary Rashmi Shukla, Maharashtra’s
e - et fIrst woman DGP. FILE PIC
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Vasai waste collector

kills co-worker, then
dies of heart attack

Accused tried to destroy evidence, set body on fire

SAMIULLAH KHAN
samiu'lah.khan@mid-day.com

A 45-YEAR-old garbage collec-
' toridentfied as Rajuwasal-
legedly beaten to death by
an elderly man in Vasai on
Friday (November 1), who
later died of a heart attack
~ twodaysafterthe incddent
on Sunday. |
» The accused, identified as
Prakash Merwa, 75, also a garbage
- collector, attempted to dispose of the
evidence by setting the victim's body
on fire neara foot overbridge and fled
the scene.
The police said that they received
a call about the fire, and only after
reaching the spot, they discovered
the body of the vicim.

The discovery of the partly burned
body initially led the Vasai Govern-
ment Railway Police (GRP) to regis-
teran Accidental Death Report
(ADR). |
Upon examining the
scene and noticing Sus-
picious blood clots, an
autopsy was conducted,
which revealed head In-
jury as the cause of death,
following which a case was
registered and a thorough inves:
tigation was launched. _
The police said that they examined
CCTV footage and spoke to residents
where the alleged incident took place.
Assistant Commissioner of Police
Kishore Shinde (GRP) said that fur-
ther probe into the matter revealed
that Raju, at the time of the incident,

The police had initially filed an ADR

accompanied by other scrap col-
m:ors identified as Ankit Teniram, 25,
and Babban Channa Roy, 35.

The police said that the duo were
detained for investigation and re-
vealed Merwa and Raju had a scgfﬂe.
and Raju, who was in an inebr_lated
condition, picked up abamboo stick to
struck Merwa, but the latter snatch'cd
the stick and beat Raju to death with
it before fleeing the scene.

After the police began searching for
the accused following the confession
from the duo, it was discovered that
he had died due to a cardiac arrest on
Friday under the jurisdiction of Waliv
police Station, said senior inspector
Angha Satavse [rom Vasal govern-
ment railway police (GRP).
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