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{ PHONE TAPPING ALLEGATIONS }

DGP Shukla out

after EC step

Yogesh Nalk
yogesh.naik@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: The Election Com-

"mission of India (ECT) removed
the director general of police
(DGP) Rashmi Shukla on Mon-
day from her current post, act-
ing on complaints from the
Congress and NCP (SP) of
phone tapping - a controversy
Shukla courted In the past as
well. Last week, ECI had sent a
warning to Shukla following
similar complaints from Shiv
Sena (UBT).

On ECI's insistence, the chief
secretary of Maharashtra,
Sujata Saunik, suggested
names of three IPS officers, one
of who will take on the addi-
tional charge of DGP for the
duration of the assembly elec-
tions to be held on November
20.

They include senior IPS offi-
cers such as Mumbai police
commissioner Vivek Phan-
salkar, DG (legal and technical)
Sanjay Verma and home guard
chief Ritesh Kumar.

Atop IAS officer told HT that
though ECI had asked for
Shukla’s removal, the state had
only sent her on leave.

Shukla did not respond to
HT's calls for a comment on the
issue, Likewise, reserving com-
ment on the DGP's transfer,
deputy chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis, said: “While [ do not
wish to speak on ECI's orders,
hope Congress, NCP (SP) and
Shiv Sena (UBT), who have
prised the ECI, will not blame
the poll body if the Mahayuti
returns to power. The opposi-
tion had blamed ECI for their
defeat in Haryana.”

Over the last five years, the
1988-batch officer has found
herself in many political wran-
gles.

When Fadnavis was the chief
minister between 2014-19,
Shukla served as the commis-
sioner of the State Intelligence
Department (SID), a sensitive
position marked for those close
to people in power.

However, when the Maha

Rashmi Shukla

HT ARCHIVES

Vikas Aghadi (MVA) came to
power in 2019 she was shunted
along with many top officers.
She was moved from SID to
civil defence, a non-executive
posting. She was posted as the
additional director general of
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), followed by the
head of Sashastra Seema Bal.

After Shukla exited the state,
three FIRs from Pune and
Mumbai were registered
against her in 2022 by the state,
based on allegations of phone
tapping by opposition leaders
such as Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut and NCP's Eknath Khadse.
They said Shukla was purport-
edly egged on by the BJP,

Last week, state Congress
chief Nana Patole and Sena
(UBT)'s Raut levelled similar
allegations against her,

On Friday, HT had reported
that chief election commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar expressed
concern over “politically moti-
vated crimes in Maharashtra”,

After the ECI's move on
Monday, state Congress chief

Nana Patole said, “We are.

thankful, but why did it take so
long, when the DGP in Jhark-
hand was removed immedi-
ately.” He added: "Despite con-
troversies, Devendra Fadnavis
and Eknath Shinde illegally
extended her term for their
benefit.”

BJP chief Ashish Shelar,
retorted: “We will lodge a com-
plaint with ECI against Patole
for his baseless allegations
agalnst Devendra Fadnavis."

TTE suspended
after he makes
passenger write
apology letter
for asking him to
speak in Marathi

e

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 5

THE WESTERN Railway has sus-
pended a train ticket examiner
(TTE)forallegedly makinga pas-
sengerwrite anapologyafter the
latter asked him to speak in
Marathi, an official said on -
Tuesday.

The action came aftera pho-
tograph of the apology letter sur-
faced on social media, and pas-
sengers staged a protest, hesaid.

Talking to PTI, Vlr_:eet
Abhishek, chief public relations
officer of Western Railway, said
aninquiryis ordered into thein-
cident that took place at
Nallasopara  station on
November 3, and TTE Rakesh
Mbourya has been suspended.

“All passengers, regardless of
their religion, language, or re-
gion, are equal to us. Providing
excellent service to them is our
goal. The matter will be investi-
gated thoroughly, and necessary
action will be taken," he said.

Around 70 to 80 passengers
staged a protest at Nallasopara
station after the purported apol-
ogyletter surfaced onsocial me-
dia on Monday, officials said,

According toofficials, the TTE
asked the passenger, Amit Patil,
and his wife to furnish their local
train tickets. The couple asked
him to speak to them in Marathi
astheydid notunderstand Hindi,
and anargument ensued,

The TTE took the couple to
the office of the Railway
Protection Force, where Patil
claimed that the official had
threatened themand made him
write an apology, they said.

The Western Railway, in its
statement, affirmed its cornmit-
ment to respecting all languages
and passengers,

“Western Railway respects all
languages spoken across the

- country and values the diversity -

of our passengers, standing firm
onunity indiversity," it stated.
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ECI appoints Sanjay Kumar Verma as state’s new DGP

FAIZAN KHAN
taizan khan@mid-day.com

FOLLOWING the unexpect-
ed removal of Maharashtra's
first woman Director General
of Police (DGP), Rashmi Shuk-
la, by the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI), the latter
has appointed 1990-batch
IPS officer Sanjay Kumar
Verma as the new DGP of the

Maharashtra Police.
Sanjay Kumar Verma was In a letter to the state chief
previously holding charge as DG,
legal and technical

secretary, ECI Secretary S K
Das stated, “I am directed to

convey that the commission
has considered the panel and
approved the name of Shri
Sanjay Kumar Verma, [PS
(MH:1990), for posting as DGP
Maharashtra”

However, itremains unclear
whetherVerma's appointment
is only for the duration of the
elections in Maharashtra or if
he will continue in the role af-
terward. Sources indicate that
the final decisipnwill restwith
the new government, which
will determine whether to re-
instate Shukla or allow Verma

to continue. Shukla has
been placed on com-
pulsoryleave by the
ECL

Verma,
1990-batch

served as Chief Vigi-

lance Officer (CVO)

of the Maharash-

1990 tra Housing and

a 1 Area  Develop-

IPS IPSibatch | ment Authority

officer from Uttar GEWEVAEGENES/ (MHADA) during

Pradesh, holds a part of

degree in Mechani-

Devendra Fad-
navis’s tenure as
cal Engineering. He was

3 _ chief minister, holding
serving as the DGP of Legal that post for four years.
and Technical for the state

police before this appoint-
ment. Verma has also held the

position of Inspector General
(1G) of the Kolhapur range and

Shukla's removal followed
complaints from opposition
leaders led by Maharashtra
Congress President Nana Pa-
tole, who accused her of be-

Move follows the removal of DG Rashmi Shukla who has been placed 6n compulsory leave by the Election Commission

ing biased toward the ruling

Mahayuti alliance and acting
as a BJP campaigner. Verma
who took charge on Tues-
day evening said, “First of
all, 1 would like to thank the
Election Commission for en-
trusting me with such a sig-
nificant responsibility. Con-
ducting free and fair elections
is our duty, and we will ensure
everything is done impartial-
ly. The police must also act
with complete neutrality so
that no one has any reason to
raise questions”
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State DGPs - birds of passage

Sanja ; '
Jay Verma is asked to take over from Rashmi Shukla but there is a twist in the tale-.

Ravikira
MUuMRa " DO!hmukh
P ——

Itisa game of musical chairs
at Maharashtra's police head-
3uartcrs as Sanjay Kumar
€rma steps in as replace-
ment for Rashmi Shukla as Di-
reci?r General of Police —
albeit with a timer ticking

until the g
Wrap up. REmR polle

Rashmi Shukla has been
sentonanimpromptu “forced
leave,” and the fine print of the
order seems to suggest that
she could return once the
election dust settles.

The state home depart-
ment’s order is clear: Verma is
a temporary fix, an interim
head to steady the ship just
long enough to keep the Elec-
tion Commission (ECI) con-

y,
=

l; = e,
il /0t
tent. And it's the ECI that
stirred this pot, asking for

three top IPS officers to be
considered for the post, with

wyE
'J

Verma ultimately winning the

EC's nod.

Notably, Verma's still has
four years to go before retire-
ment in April 2028 — a fact
some thought would entail a
longer term as State DGP. But
in Maharashtra’s power cor-
ridors, few things are set in
stone.

Meanwhile, backers of
Shul¢la are left scratching their

heads. The no-nonsense of-
ficer’s fans Inslst she was
edged out unfairly. with Con-
gress calling for her exit but
offering no proof of bias.

On the other side of the
politlcal spectrum, former
Mumbal Commissioner Satya-
pal Singh dubbed the move f‘o
sideline her as “unfortunate.

) Continued on | P22

e —

}_{mdl Chauv-i

FPJ Newg Service

MUMBAI '

The Western Railway has
suspended a train ticket
examiner (TTE) for allegedly
making a passenger write an

_ apology after the passenger

asked him to speak in Mara-
thi since he couldn't under-
stand Hindi, an official said
on Tuesday. The Vasai GRP
{Government Railway Police)
has also registered an FIR
under the relevant sections
of Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita and

Passenger forced to
write an apology
after he told TTE to
speak in Marathi
eeeose—
further Investigation s on.
The action came after a
photograph of the apology
letter surfaced on social
media, and passengers staged
a protest, he said. An inquiry

" has been ordercd into the

incident which oc_qurrcd at

| i 'b- ]

nism:. I

Nallasopara station on No-
vember 3, and TTE ( travelling
ticket examiner) Rakesh -
Mourya has been suspended.
The TTE had asked the
passenger, Amit Patil, and his
wife to furnish their local
train tickets. The couple
asked him to speak to them

_ inMarathl as they did not

understand Hindi, and an ar-
gument ensued.

The TTE took the couple to
the office of the Railway Pro-
tection Force, where Patil
claimed that the official had

TE suspended

threatened them and made
him write an apology.
According to a statement
released by the Marathi Eki-
karan Samiti, the couple was
also forced to write on a piece
of paper that they would
never ask that they be spoken |
to in Marathi. The wife had |
recorded the incident on her
phone, however she was
forced to delete it. The couple
was made by the RPF to sitin
the office for long time.
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