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MUMBAI: Two 55-year-old |

thieves slept for five hours in a
classroom of the school they
allegedly stole from, before
boarding the first train from
Dahisar to Nalasopara. The
police have arrested the two

accused for allegedly stealing

e
-

50% decline in birds

Suresh Golani

MIRA BHAYANDAR
M

In the fourth year of the bird-
watching camp held in Uttan

near Bhayandar, 50% decline
was witnessed in the number

of species.
The three-day camp
organised between

November 6 and 8 by social
organisation For Future India

under the forest department
as part of the Maharashtra

bird week, 1is observed
between November 5 and 12

noted at Uttan camp

tidal inundation, encroach-
ment and human interfer-
ence.” said Harshad Daghe of

For Future India.
Apart from officials from

the forest department, emi-
rent bird lovers including
Amey Bhogte, Suchitra
Palaye  and Abraham
Murugan shared  their
insights and highlighted the
importance of taking conser-
vation measures to SLOp the
alarming decline in the
number of species and

migratory birds.

285,000, and % crore worth FD

documents crore from a school Some of the bird species,

to mark the birthday (5 _
which were spotted include

in Borivali East on September 27. November) of ornithologist
According toKasturba Marg Maruti Chitampalli and the ~drongo, common Kite, pond
Police, the accused, Anna Dural | birth anniversary (November heron, purple heron, grey

heron, great egret, litte egret,
intermediate egret, green
bee-eater, painted stork, bul-
bul, myna, black kite, weaver,
black-headed ibis, common
crow, glossy ibis, Indian grey
hornbill and white-bellied

Devendar and Murgesh Deven- |
dar are residents of Diva and |
Nalasopara respectively. The
principal of the Seth DM High |

School had complained to the

police on September 27 that the

office of the superintendent had .

12) of Dr Salim Ali, also
known as the ‘birdman of
India.

“In the three Yyears

between 2021 and 2023, par-
ticipants observed more than

been broken into. 385,000 in 40 different bird species in

cash and documents related to two hours. However, this sea eagle. Citizens and bird

fixed deposits worth 31 crore had ' year, less than 20 species lovers have expressed dissat-
were observed apparently isfaction over the sharp

been allegedly stolen. Based on
the complaint, the police had
registered a case of theft under
section 305 (a) (theft) and 331 (3)
(housebreaking to commit
offense) (4) (housebreaking at
night) of the Bhartiya Nyaya San-
hita against unknown persons. l

After going through the
CCTVs footage, the police saw
two masked men enter the
school premises from the back
gate while the watchman was
stationed on the front gate at
12am. They robbed the premises
and sleptin a classroom. At 5am
the foopges showed the mer;
leaving in the rain, clad in a rain-
coat and a rainbow-coloured
umbrella hiding their faces “The
two have been arrested and pro-
duced before the court where
they were remanded to police
custody,” added the officer

The police said that Anna
D'urai, who frequently stays at
his sister's house in Malwani
has a prior theft case against him
in 1999
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decline witnessed recently.
PP ——

" due to forest degradation,




