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243072. Qut of the
257,785 registered mate
voters, 1,37,928 (5151%
Casitheir votes, 0.5%
nigher than the female
volers. Notably, none ¢f
the five registered voters
from the ransgender

COmmunity participated in
the election.
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CHEF EXPLOITED
AT MALDIVES

RESORT RETURNS

— T T — S ——— . ]

Megha Soor.L_

megha s20d @ hendustantimes.com

MUMBAL: A 24-year-old man
from Bhayandar who was alleg-

edly exploited and harassed .
while working as a chef at a |
resort in the Maldives for |
almost a yvear has returned to |
Mumbai after the Bharosa Cell |
of the Mira-Bhayandar Vasai-Vi- |

rar police stepped in.

Mann Parikh's return follows
a six-month-long effort by his
mother, Gavatri Parikh, who
ran from pillar to post to get the
authorities to help bring her
only son back from the Mal-
dives, where he was allegedly
being forced to work for over 20

hours at a stretch and not given

decent food.

Mann, who had studied hotel |

management, left for the Mal-
dives in December 2023 after
getting a job as a chef at a

resort. However, within weeks, |

he called his mother complain-

ing that he was being exploited. |
Mann’s parents then pleaded
with his employer to cancel his

contract and allow him to
rcturn to Mumbai. They were

also ready to pay out his con-
tract, but the resort's owner,

who had allegedly confiscated
his passport, did not agree,

“Twent to the police, Mantra-
laya, wrote to the Indian
embassy in the Maldives and
did whatever I could to get my
son back. For six months, 1
begged people for my son's free-
dom, but nothing worked.” said
Gayatri Parikh.

On November 15, Parikh con-
tacted the Bharosa Cell, which
was set up to assist senior citi-
zens, women, and children. “We
heard Parikh and spoke to the
owner of the resort, explaining
that Mann was unhappy there
and wanted to return to India.
On November 17, eventually, the
employer agreed to send Mann
back,” said police sub-inspector
Tejashree Shinde from the

Bharosa Cell,
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